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Program Notes
A composition for beginning percussionists, Tentacles depicts the flexible appendages found on some of the 
oceans’ most mysterious and elusive creatures. Flowing, yet powerful, the work explores the different facets of 
tentacles. 

Written for 6-10 players, the instrumentation allows flexibility for a variety of equipment situations (minimum 
keyboard requirements are xylophone and glockenspiel). Melodic sections bookend a non-pitched percussion 
feature that gives keyboard players opportunities to play additional instruments. Scaled difficulty levels within the 
parts will allow students of various ability levels to be challenged. Mature sounding, but accessible, this piece is a 
great choice for any concert or festival performance.



Player 1
• Glockenspiel
• Claves
• China cymbal

Player 2
• Xylophone
• High conga

Player 3*
• Vibraphone
• Tambourine

Player 4*
• 4.3-octave marimba (low A)
• Low conga 

Player 5
• Timpani (2)
• Suspended cymbal

Player 6
• Snare drum
• Temple blocks
• Cymbal (with brush)

Player 7
• Bass drum
• Triangle

Player 8
• Tam-tam
• Brake drum

Player 9*
• Concert toms (2)
• Cabasa

Player 10*
• Wind chimes
• Ocean drum
• Shekere

Suggested Setup

Players and Instrumentation
Tentacles requires 6-10 players with the following instrumentation:

* Denotes optional part
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Snare	Drum

+Temple	blocks

+Cymbal	w/	brush

Bass	Drum

+Triangle

Tam-Tam

+Brake	drum

*Concert	Toms	(2)

+Cabasa

*Wind	chimes

+Ocean	drum

+Shekere
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Tentacles
Level:  Med-Easy
Approx. playing time:  3’50”
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* Denotes optional part
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