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Sergei Prokofiev

Symphony No. 5: Scherzo
arranged for percussion ensemble by Matt Moore



Program Notes
Sergei Prokofiev wrote his Symphony No. 5 in B-flat (Op. 100) in 1944 while residing in a Soviet artist’s 
retreat along with his contemporaries Shostakovich, Khachaturian, Glière, and Kabalevsky during the 
Second World War. As Prokofiev took the conductor’s podium to begin the premiere of the piece in 1945, 
distant gunshots signaled the Russian army’s advance over the river Vistula. The piece came to symbolize 
the triumphant end of the war as well as a personal victory for Prokofiev. 

He wrote: “The Symphony is the culmination of an entire period in my work. I conceived it as a symphony 
of the greatness of the human spirit, a song of praise of free and happy mankind.” Symphony No. 5 was the 
high point of Prokofiev’s career, receiving wide recognition and praise across the allied countries. Fate was 
not so kind to him afterward – a concussion from a fall kept him in ill health for the rest of his life. In the time 
of an increasingly chauvinistic Joseph Stalin, Prokofiev’s passport was revoked and a life of Western travel 
came to an end. Prokofiev died in 1953 – eight years after the premiere of Symphony No. 5 and in the same 
hour as Stalin.

Performance Notes
Despite each part being playable primarily with two mallets, this arrangement will likely challenge advanced 
ensembles. Careful attention to dynamics, articulations, and the awareness of each player’s role within 
the ensemble are crucial to communicating an expressive performance. All the mallet keyboard parts are 
of similar difficulty, while the non-pitched percussion parts have not been expanded greatly beyond the 
orchestral originals. They will, however, require a high degree of musical sensitivity. 

The fivelet sixteenth notes near the end of the piece should be thought of more as gestures – glissandi with 
specific pitches rather than distinctly articulated rhythms. An aggressive, forward energy is recommended 
for all but the middle section of the piece, and players should be comfortable with dissonance to properly 
bring across Prokofiev’s distinctive style.



Suggested Setup

Players and Instrumentation
Symphony No. 5: Scherzo requires 12 players with the following instrumentation:

• 1 glockenspiel
• 1 xylophone
• 2 vibraphones
• 2 small marimbas (4-octave)
• 1 medium marimba (4.3-octave)
• 1 large marimba (5-octave)
• 1 set of 4 timpani

• 1 set of chimes
• 1 suspended cymbal
• 1 tambourine
• 1 snare drum
• 1 triangle (mounted)
• 1 bass drum
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Symphony No. 5: Scherzo
Level:  Advanced
Approx. playing time:  6’50”

Sergei Prokofiev
arr. by Matt Moore
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Copyright © 1947 (Renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP)
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