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Notes
Dedicated to the late Charles Dowd, Partials was written by Alan Keown in the winter of 2013. The piece was written with two of 
Charles’s favorite pieces in mind: Lift-Off! by Russell Peck and Rip-Off by Rick Kvistad. All three of these pieces are drummy, 
raucous works!

The name “Partials” refers to the eight 8th-note partials in a standard 4/4 bar of music. The piece is minimalistic in nature, and 
the players converse by trading various 8th-note pattern divisions in order to create a complex, composite rhythm.

The piece concludes with a rock ‘n’ roll unison coda that is both challenging and fun to play!

Suggested Setup and Notation
Partials requires 4 players with the following instrumentation:

• 4 bass drums
• 4 sets of bongos

Copyright	©	
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Partials
Level:  Med-Advanced
Approx. playing time:  4’00”
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Dedicated to Charles Dowd
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