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Program Notes
Clair de Lune is one of Claude Debussy’s early compositions for solo piano. Originally the third movement of 
Suite Bergamasque, it is now one of Debussy’s most popular works. It highlights his unique harmonies and 
use of unconventional scales that were staples of the Impressionistic period. This arrangement intends to 
transform the original piano work into a marimba duet that maintains the integrity of the original composition.

Suggested Setup

Performance Notes

• Sustained notes (rolls) should simulate the attack and decay of a piano. For best 
results, use a fairly soft mallet so that the rolls have a smooth, fluid sound.

• Suggested stickings assume mallet numbering from left to right: 1, 2, 3, 4.

• The success of your performance will rely on solid communication between the two performers. 
As such, it is recommended that both players use a common reference recording of the 
original piano piece to ensure a unified familiarization with expression, rubato, and dynamics. If 
done effectively, the two marimbists should interpret the music as one pianist would.
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