
Apotheosis by Alan Keown
© 2014 Tapspace Publications, LLC (ASCAP). Portland, OR.

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Printed in USA.

www.tapspace.com

Notice of Liability: Any duplication, adaptation, or arrangement of this composition requires the written consent of 
the copyright owner. No part of this composition may be photocopied or reproduced in any way without permission. 

Unauthorized uses are an infringement of the U.S. Copyright Act and are punishable by law.

TSPCD-18

Alan Keown

Apotheosis
duet for multipercussion



Program Notes
Apotheosis is defined as the highest point, or culmination, in the development of something. This multipercussion duet 
was written in the spring of 2013 for my son Matt Keown’s senior recital at the University of Oregon to celebrate the 
completion of his undergraduate studies and as a sendoff toward the next level. It was performed by Matt and myself at 
his recital.

Apotheosis is written for two identical setups, each consisting of bongos, two toms, bass drum, brake drum, and three 
splash cymbals (shared by both players). The piece is mostly through-composed with the exception of a restatement 
of an earlier section as a coda ending. The opening theme is a meter map rather than a rhythmic melody. This 
meter map is a three-bar grouping of 7/8 + 7/8 + 3/8.  This metric grouping happens to be the meter from a very 
popular song from the rock group Yes called Changes. Even though this is a duet, player 1 is featured with two solo 
sections while player 2 plays an ostinato figure underneath. There are a few metric modulations throughout the piece 
culminating with a bombastic ending.

            – Alan Keown, 2014

Notation Key

©	2014	Tapspace	Publications,	LLC	(ASCAP).	Portland,	OR.	International	copyright	secured.	All	rights	reserved.
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Suggested Setup

Players and Instrumentation
Apotheosis requires 2 players with the following instrumentation:

• 3 splash cymbals
• 2 brake drums
• 2 sets of bongos
• 2 high toms
• 2 low toms
• 2 bass drums
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Level:  Med-Advanced
Approx. playing time:  5’00”
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