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Let the Air In
for steel band



About the piece 
Let the Air In is difficult to categorize in the steel band genre. It isn’t your typical calypso/soca steel band 
piece. This is a song about love. Let the Air In describes what it is like to be in love for the first time and how 
your love interest can let the air in for you. It is based on a poem the author wrote for his significant other. 
By using a play on words, he put her name into the title. When it was first composed, the style of the piece 
was marked as “Gentle, but still grooves.” It now says “Laid-back Funk.” Like most of my works, the drumset in 
particular is a vital part of making this piece properly groove. Providing a relaxed mood among more active 
repertoire, this piece has always been a crowd favorite. 

“….You let the air in, you continue to make my head spin. I promise to show you the world – my girl….”

           –Joshua Garrett

Instrumentation

Let the Air In is composed for a standard steel drum orchestra comprised of the following instruments. Pan 
parts may be doubled, tripled, or even quadrupled depending on the size of your ensemble.

•	 Tenor pan (lead)
•	 Double tenors
•	 Double seconds
•	 Triple cello/guitars
•	 Bass pans
•	 Drumset



Level: Medium
Approx. playing time: 4’15”

© 2013 Tapspace Publications, LLC, Portland, OR (ASCAP). International copyright secured. All rights reserved.
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