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Program Notes
The title of the work comes from the Portuguese word for “battery,” or the instruments found in the escolas de 
samba of Brazil. The music is inspired by the call/response patterns and grooves of samba batucada.

Performance Notes
Bateria was originally written for performance on four timpani; a later revision added optional pitches for a fifth 
20” drum. These optional parts are marked in the score as cue notes (in parentheses) or ossia measures.

The buzz strokes beginning at measure 5 and later at measure 19 should be played as a single press of the 
mallet onto the drumhead. The double stops in measure 25 are played with the soft mallet in the left hand on 
the low E and the wood mallet in the right hand on the B.

At measure 26, the left hand should sound like the open/close effect of a surdo drum. To accomplish this with 
one hand, play the staccato notes by striking the head of the mallet and the palm of your hand simultaneously 
on the drumhead as a dead stroke; your palm will strike around the ordinary beating spot, while the head of the 
mallet strikes further up and to the side. It may help to curl your ring and pinkie fingers around the mallet to 
prevent the shaft from striking the head. The tenuto notes should be played ordinario, as regular rebounded 
strokes with the head of the mallet in the ordinary beating spot. The same technique is used at measure 122.

The x-shaped note heads at measure 34 merely indicate the use of a wire or nylon brush on those pitches. The 
hand technique at measure 66 should be similar to conga technique. The performer may choose whether to 
use open tones, slap tones, or a combination of the two.

At measure 130, the brush in the right hand can be swept across the middle of the 23” drum or on a separate 
tom with a textured head for a four-drum setup. On a five-drum setup, the brush can be played on the 20” 
drum. The effect should sound like a shaker.
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