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Notes

Blade, for solo multi-percussion, is centered around an abbreviated drum set (snare drum, bass 
drum, tom toms – played while standing) and is complemented by three semiresonant metals (of the 
performer’s choosing). Compositionally, Blade uses a series of hemiola-driven rhythmic gestures to 
weave a seemingly complex tapestry of percussive sound and is underwritten by a common, recurring 
melodic theme which travels freely among all voices.

While the performer should indeed take liberty with the selection of instruments, the following general 
framework is suggested as a guide:

As indicated above, it is thematically important that the three upper membranic voices (tom toms and 
snare drum) be tuned to successive intervals of a major 2nd.

Letter E should be played with medium felt mallets, if possible. Using double-ended mallets may help to 
facilitate the quick change back to hard sticks, which should occur before letter F.

The title comes from two sources of inspiration: 1) the antique lawn mower blades and other metal 
objects found in salvage yards - which seem to make such useful percussion instruments, and 2) the way 
in which each new rhythmic gesture seems to “slice” its way into what seems to be an established pulse.

Blade is dedicated to Blake Tyson.

© 2010 Tapspace Publications, LLC (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Printed in USA.
Please notify publisher of all performances. www.tapspace.com
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Level: Advanced
Approximate playing time: 6’05”

Blade Benjamin Finley

Dedicated to Blake Tyson
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