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Program Notes

Glacier for percussion ensemble represents a snapshot of the ever-changing (and ever-fleeting) geologic wonders
around us. One has only to visit aniconic national park such as Yellowstone, Yosemite, or Grand Canyon to witness
the landscape-sculpting power of time and the elements working in concert. Through a variety of smooth, blended
keyboard textures, juxtaposed angular percussive motives, and cold metallic punctuation, I've attempted to tell a
short story inimagery of a typical “geologic day” in the life of a glacier - perhaps spanning a few million years in real
time.

This piece also celebrates the life and work of the Scottish-born environmentalist and preservationist John Muir,
whose symbiotic and spiritual relationship with nature fueled a lifelong pursuit of the very simplest and meaningful
forms of human existence. Muir authored dozens of essays about nature and his travels (usually by foot) and was
perhaps more instrumental in the creation and protection of the U.S. national parks than anyone in history.

Glacierwas composed in the winter of 2010 and is written for 13 players. The piece was commissioned by Jay Cloar
and the Ada High School Percussion Ensemble from Ada, Oklahoma, who gave the premier performance in February
of that year.

— Benjamin Finley

Performance Notes

Due to the thickly orchestrated nature of Glacier in some places, challenges may arise with respect to balance. Care
should be taken to ensure that melodic lines (as well as counter melodies) are clearly heard and that the keyboard
voices are not overpowered by the percussion parts.

A wide range of dynamics and implement timbres will enhance the effectiveness of Glacier. Marimbas should consider
using three different mallet hardnesses:

¢ medium-soft: mm.1-58, and mm. 83-127
¢ medium-hard: mm. 63-81
o soft: mm.136-end



Players and Instrumentation

Glacierrequires 13 players with the following instrumentation:

PNOVAWN =

Xylophone, crotales (2 octaves)
Glockenspiel

Chimes

Vibraphone 1

Vibraphone 2

Marimba 1 - 4.3-octave (low A)
Marimba 2 — 4.3-octave (low A)
Marimba 3 — 4.3-octave (low A)

Suggested Setup

9. Marimba 4 — 5-octave (low C)

10. Timpani (4 drums)

11. Percussion 1 -4 medium toms, large suspended cymbal,
small cymbal (w/triangle beater), high brake drum

12. Percussion 2 — 4 low toms, sizzle cymbal, medium brake
drum, finger cymbals

13. Percussion 3 — Bass drum, medium triangle, low brake drum

(Perc. 3 Bassdrum ) [Perc.Z 4 low toms
Triangle (med) Sizzle cymbal
Brake drum (low) Brake drum (med)

G Finger cymbals
N J

) ( Perc.1 4 medium toms R

Sus. cym. (large)
Sus. cym (small)
Brake drum (high)

Timpani

Chimes

)
() o°o 0000000 o°o

CRRPARLP Crotales

Marimba 2
43-octave (10w A)

J N
Vibraphone 1 Vib
raphone 2
Marimbgq 3
4.3-octave (low A)




Level: Advanced
Approx. playing time: 550"

Crotales/
Xylophone

Glockenspiel

Chimes

Vibraphone 1

Vibraphone 2

Marimba'l

Marimba 2

Marimba 3

Marimba 4

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

To the Ada, OK High School Percussion Ensemble — Jay Cloar, director

Glacier

In Memoriam: John Muir

=88 Distant, expansive

Benjamin Finley

© 2013 Tapspace Publications, LLC, Portland, OR. (ASCAP) International
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With primal vitality
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