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Program Notes

Cold Lightis a term | frequently use to describe a typical midwinter day in the western United States. The sky is
often clear, with a bright, distant sun low in the sky. The air is dry, crystalline, and nearly always carried by a swift

crosswind. This beautifully frozen and clean landscape greets its inhabitants every morning, bringing a bright
outlook to even the most frigid days.

Written during an especially snowy week in January of 2011, Cold Light is dedicated to Kelsey Creed, who
premiered the piece with members of the East Central University Percussion Ensemble later that April.

—Benjamin Finley

Performance Notes

Much of the solo marimba part is written in a low register, so it is important that the supporting keyboard/percussion
parts (particularly drumset) pay close attention to balance. Additionally, the soloist should select mallets that speak
clearly across the entire range of the instrument. Though most of Cold Lightis not intended to be particularly virtuosic,
mm. 216-227 are quite technical and may be slightly modified at the discretion of the performer.

From an ensemble standpoint, an accomplished drum set player with considerable experience playing odd time
signatures will contribute a great deal to the success of performing Cold Light.
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Players and Instrumentation

Cold Lightrequires 5 players with the following instrumentation:

s wN =

Solo marimba - 5-octave (low C)

Glockenspiel - high native american drum (or quinto)

Vibraphone - medium native american drum (or conga)

Marimba - 5-octave (low C), low native american drum (or djembe), triangle
Drumset - small chamber bass drum

Suggested Setup
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for Kelsey Creed

Level: Med-Advanced
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Cold Light — Finley
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With rhythmic integrity
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