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Program Notes

Festival of the New Sun (sometimes referred to as the “Unconquered Sun”) was not originally an official festival
but was celebrated by adherents to Mithraism as the birth of the new sun. The Emperor Aurelian was devoted to
a single sun god (Sol Invictus), and during his reign it became a public festival complete with chariot racing in
the Circus. He erected a temple to Sol Invictus in A.D. 274.

From an astrological standpoint, the sun is at its lowest aspect at the winter solstice. The earth is cold, most
plants are dead, and it was believed that the sun might also be approaching death. The Romans celebrated the

sun overcoming the power of Winter, with the hope of Spring when life would be renewed. Thus, the Feast and
Festival of Sol Invicta, the Unconquered Sun, on December 25.

Performance Notes

1) The mallets for the timpani should be a hard felt-type mallet.
2) The cowbells should be mounted to allow maximum resonance.

3) Therecommended setup should create a slightly antiphonal effect. This may make it more difficult
to line up the rhythms player to player, but the effect will be worth the extra effort.

4)  Dynamics should be strictly adhered to, especially the lower dynamics so the piece is not just loud
throughout.



Players and Instrumentation
Festival of the New Sunrequires 6 players with the following instrumentation:

1snare drum

2 toms (high)

2 toms (low)

1 piccolo snare drum

Auxiliary percussion (finger cymbals, 2 cowbells, tambourine, suspended cymbal, temple blocks)
4 timpani (327,29", 26", 23")

Suggested Setup
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Level: Med-Easy

Approx. playing time: 3’ 20"

Festival of the New Sun

Alan Keown
J=100
3
AN 2 2
Snare Drum |Hi— = **e* 2 P2 H P2
P
2 2
2 High Toms | IS = - - H b %
. z“ 2
2 LowToms |HIEZ = —
Piccolo Snare Drum | HH ‘;:
Percussion
(finger cyms, tambourine, |Ep—2% pa— F— X % X %
temple blocks, 2 cowbells, P4 < < e € —
suspended cymbal) p
(G, C,E,G)
N . A / — [N
Timpani |22 P T e —
S =% —— T I
13 L
r’ 2 2 | r x
SD H -I‘b_ @t@:ﬁlﬁ&
2 2
Toms H |HHE P P2
2 2
Toms L |HH P2 P2
3
e I 2
Pic SD | = —weaiw #
pr
3
- ==n |
Fing. Cyms. |HI=—= e f i *
’ Sample
. rax
Timp. |E£ = =
\ mage

© 2012 Tapspace Publications, LLC, Portland, OR. (ASCAP) Internationc



=152
[ ]

IAY

b/

y/a

Al

~

accel.

> >
[ X X X X

N

o & <

=3
~
—

[ B N N N NI
> >

> >>
@ & &

O

(@]

<

< &

-

<
Tambourine
>
>
N
r

>

Vg

Duet w/low toms
Duet w/high toms

-

S

(@)

Festival of the New Sun — Keown

v
T

choke
i

Suspended Cymbal

iz

& & & o

Duet w/piccolo snare

1 |
1§ |
1
1§ |
1 |
1§ |
1 |
1§ |
):
7

Toms H

Toms L
Pic SD
Tamb.
Timp.

TSPCE-65

®)
®)

“4)
“4)

Sample
Image



Festival of the New Sun — Keown

Duet w/piccolo snare

> > > >rim
|

N
T

A

[ A ECEN B

¥y o

< N

(16

>>> | >

>>>=>
=

>
|
I
I
r ]

Pa

AT

> > > >
1

Duet w/low toms

Joda

v

Duet w/high toms

>

|

>

=

(12)

(12)

[ N X X AW N ECEN B N

> > > >
]

Duet w/snare

nm

> > > >
]

)"
) O
7

SD

Toms H

Toms L

Pic SD

Tamb.

Timp.

=

1 B

Sample

Image

== -

“)

AN

\\\\\HH

“4)

“)

“)
II

“4)

I I
0 I I
& o o

rax
)
.4

SD

Toms H

Toms L

Pic SD

Tamb.

Timp.

TSPCE-65



Festival of the New Sun — Keown

AN

AND

AN

-

A

z 2
7S

Temple Blocks

I

IAY

¥
[T

¥
[T

T

® < & ¥

7S

T

& < & ¢

rS

)

[ X N X N N RN

Suspended Cymbal

)"
y O
7

SD

Toms H

Toms L

Pic SD

Tamb.

Timp.

TN T N TN
“ T i “
o7 o7 o7 o7 1
N N ™ N
_H\. Y H\\. % H\\- & _H\o & ~¢ d—#A %
ATN AN ATN ATN A i
L ) N N RN e
A m AT i A .
N N TN L T T
AN AN AT AN A 3
=H. #U %H. =H. #w
N N Y N N
N L 5 L o
N L 5 N o N
ATN AN ATN ATN A T
L iy T b e
HH- H1. T- HH. r. e
AN AN AN AN AR “In
o o o o o B N
AT AT AT AT AT L)
N 3 N N N 8
N 3 N N o
MINS VNS AN VNS Arls . N s
i 0 i i ~ iy
L S L L o i3
=" ﬁ =" =" ﬁ ﬁ" <
L N N L o &
=H. #U %H. =H. #J
i~ . N i~ iy
I Y LU L
I I
3 \
N L8 ~y ~y N LY ~y ~y
ATN AN ATTAN ATN AR T
A TN AN AN A TN AT T
AN AT AT A TN AT ail
3 St S St 3l On
AN ACTT® AT AT ATT® e
L 0 p L o g
N 3 L L o
AN AN AT ATN A T
N | T N ay e
A im AT AT A .
N N L N s N
ATN AN AN ATN A 3
N N N L o
=H- #U %H. =H. #J
N N Y N o
L L L L o N
AN AN AT ATN AR T
N | | N ay
HH. H1. T. HH. hJ e
A TN AN A TN i AN
o o7 o7 o
TN ATTT® ATTTM A _
R 9 B
N 4 N
AN s A N[ls AN
N uy -
N N
N T
AN A |
N N
ANN ﬁ L
~ A
1
iy |

TSPCE-65



Festival of the New Sun — Keown

I3 m
2
L
L
1 1 —H\' 2
ATT®
~ ~ ~ ﬁ. ~d
)
ATTN Ml AN S AN R \v*i W o
[y il TG [l
A gig, AN A E 11 1
N D D N S _
\” u- N o m __
H\. H1. H1- H\. 2| \blm g 1
Bl T L Bl
A\' lH\- [Pl A\-
B o7 o B 1
_H\" H\\" " H\\" Y _H\" 1% ~ §A 1%
ATTD AN AN ATTD A T
T T 4
) i TN ) » N
AT .1l i1l AR ol 2
N i N N I
(U
ATTD AN AT ATTD A ™
m i e L N
HH. H1. m}. HH. ‘” T
AT AN AT AN A “n
I A u. R I A w. <y
ﬁ. D ﬁ. ﬁ. g
) 9 ) )

AN AN N AN N AN N A m N T N
n D iy i L)
T T )

I N N o | LY

N 2 9 N o

N m N i B
IR - O A

\" LAY LIS \" Y ~d

i i
I I

N ~ ~t N & ~ ~t
ATTR ATRN ATTRN ATTR A T
AN ATI® AN AN AT e
AN AT AN AN AT “n
A ﬁ. A Wq. A ﬁ«. A ﬁ. A M. iy

) 9 ) L mo s

) 9 ) ) N
AR AN AR AN A T

m i iy \- M e
A ﬁ- A W. A ﬁ- A ﬁ- A mo W.

m a TN L e L
AN AN AN AN A D
#‘. #‘. ﬁ‘. #‘. #w

D D N N »

N m N N B

L L L L B N
ATTD AN AT ATTD A T
Il iy i ik
AT AN AT AN AN T
A ‘“ A u. R I A M. <

L 9 ) ) o 8
O R =
AN AN ~ AN ~ AN ~ A N N ~
H\" H}" H}" H\"

N TN TN N
A\' AH\- LH\. A\' 1
Ty iy o % :
EN = = = = ’
a = 2 A 3 g

Sample

Image

N

ﬁ
ﬁ |
>1\U 7 7 e
r\¢ 7
N 7 7
N
AN h N
I
N
N
N
>H\- ' e N '
N o1
N
N
I
A N A\LY
N
N
I
N
>H\. ] 2y N ]
N ;
N
N
N
A N m
1 ! N SHIN !
N w
| ] iy AN '
o
NN w
I I N I
%ﬁ
- | = = = = o
SN
[ T — [ IS a
) 0 2] v > IS
£ W i) ) =
2 = & g
w

TSPCE-65



Festival of the New Sun — Keown

1 1 1 1
~ e ~y ~ ~ A ~g ~
AT uﬂ AN ﬁ AT AT ﬁ PR TN A ﬁ
AN AW AN ATT® m
AT >H. >H‘. AN 9 A
AT AN m¥
AR T TN AN = e
T Pl <
Q) N g
&)
o] o] 2
[ [ H
N R ™ Ny FIREI W
T TN
AH\. LH\.
o o7
D L
Q. o
N ﬂ NH N N[ ﬂ w Zﬁ
AT AN AT AT Ao LI
AT AT AT AT T a
0 o o7 B ~ o7
MM MM Ao [
AN AN B T (A
i i ™A
MITN MITM = (A
Nim AT £ ™A
AT [ AN SIA—ww (A
ATTN ATT®
AT AT
1 v o 1 1
AT AT
W >~“. >~“. W “ w
AT AW XN AT <l <IN
) m
AT AN ATT® AT <X <IN
m m
AN AN ATTR® AN <x L <IN
) m
H\- H\-
) m
) m
m m
N 1 N 1 1
AN AN AN AN <kl <TTM
~ e ~y ~ e ~ ~g ~ e
A TN AN AT A TN <k <Tn
B o] o B o o
AT AN ATT® AT <X <IN
m m
AN ATNN AT AT <Xl <Tm-
m m
AT AN ATT® AN <Xl <IN
m m
i i
m m
) m
) m
N 1 N 1 1
AT AN ATT® AT <X <IN
~ ~y ~ ~ ~e ~ e
AN AN AT AN <k <1
8 o T B o T
1 _ i _l <
MM s AN AN MM~ o IS
g |= = = = = 3
S \ n V4
[ T — o IS a
n n ) v > 1=
£ g © ) =
2 e e s
wm

Sample

Image

TSPCE-65



creativity in percussion”

www.tapspace.com



