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Program Notes

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe is based on the idea that our brief
time on this earth can have any number of outcomes depending

on the relationships we build, how present we are, and the decisions
we make. As our stories evolve, infinite possibilities are created. The
result is an adventure filled with both uncertainty and wonder.

This episodic journey is constructed in three movements featuring a
solo marimbist and eight percussionists. Each movement has its own
identity, though their melodic and harmonic DNA keep them rooted
in the same story. Harmonically, the countless decisions of a lifetime
are represented as restated ideas in mediant relationships. The
consistency of Self is maintained through these harmonic twists by
thematic familiarity.

The first movement uses a rhythmic pattern of fifteen beats, revealed
clearly when the syncopated bass ostinato enters after the enigmatic
introduction. The main theme is then introduced by the soloist, which
is restated by the ensemble in fuller orchestration. The movement
culminates in a whirlwind fight for survival through the virtuosic
acrobatics by the soloist.

The second movement begins with a series of anxious flourishes built

on less stable chords using diminished seconds and augmented fifths.

A distant and reflective period follows as the soloist arpeggiates the
left hand ostinato while the right hand sustains melancholy one-
handed rolls. These build into ferocious layers of conviction, and
eventually achieve a new intense clarity through an accelerating
unison.

Unlike the first two movements’ fifteen-beat motive, the meterin
the third switches to a more comfortable 12/8. The melody is based
on the same DNA as before, but proceeds with a newfound sense
of conviction. This adventure moves through blazing displays of
technique from the soloist and culminates in a courageous march
into the unknown.

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe was commissioned by Bloomsburg
University (Bloomsburg, PA) under the direction of Dr. Gifford
Howarth, and the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music (Singapore),
under the direction of Jonathan Fox and was premiered in Singapore
in 2012 featuring Dr. Howarth (soloist) and the Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory percussion ensemble.

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux is an updated version of
the piece which revises it in ways that will help the soloist shine both
technically and balance-wise while also reducing the equipment
requirements. It also includes an optional, shortened version which
significanly reduces the duration of the piece for cases when shorter
program or rehearsal timing is required. The redux version was
completed in 2014 and premiered at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, IL
by the Dickerson Middle School percussion ensemble (Scott Brown,
director) with She-e Wu as the soloist.

Players and Instrumentation

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux requires 9 players with the following instrumentation:

Featured Marimba: Marimba (5-octave)

Marimba 1: Marimba (4.5-octave - low F)

Marimba 2: Marimba (4.5-octave - low F)
Glockenspiel/Xylophone: Xylophone, glockenspiel,
crotales (1 octave)

Vibraphone 1: Vibraphone, china cymbal
Vibraphone 2: Vibraphone, chimes, 2 woodblocks
Timpani: Timpani (4 drums) (gauges recommended)

Percussion 1. Temple blocks, bongos, suspended cymbal,
cowbell, 4 concert toms, snare drum, opera gong,
concert bass drum, log drum, splash cym, mark tree

Percussion 2: Sizzle cymbal, triangle, bell tree, tam tam, congas,
cabasa, suspended cymbal, hi-hat, tambourine
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Performance Notes

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe features a virtuosic marimba soloist
among an ensemble of a medium-advanced level. It's been designed
so that the ensemble can effectively rehearse the piece, even if

the featured soloist is absent. Note, however, that the soloist is
outnumbered (volume-wise) in relation to the percussion ensemble
- especially during more densely orchestrated parts. As such, care
must be taken by the ensemble not to become too aggressive with
louder volumes. Keep louder dynamics modest so as not to bury the
soloist, particularly with large drums and cymbal instruments. Feel free
to experiment with amplifying the soloist to help keep him/her in the
forefront dynamically.

The featured marimba part covers the full range of the marimba
without time for mallet changes. This poses a challenge in terms

of mallet selection. Ideally, a harder mallet would be used so faster
passages in the high register will remain pronounced. With this being
the case, use a mallet that is capable of warmer sounds but will still
be articulate. Care should be taken not to overplay parts that occur
in the lower register, as they’ll be in danger of becoming harsh if using
a mallet that’s too hard. Aggressive phrases in the range should be
performed with power and precision so the instrument speaks clearly.

About the Short Version

This folio includes two scores. The first score is the full Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux which times out at about 8'40”. You'll find the second
score on page 45. This is the short version which has a performance time of roughly 4°'40”.

The featured marimba part makes frequent use of triple-lateral stroke
types (2-1-2, 3-4-3, etc) and fivelet groupings of 1-2-3-4-3. For an
effective performance, the soloist must be proficient at executing
these figures with rhythmic precision.

Notes in parenthesis should be deemphasized in volume.

Notes with tenuto markings (=) indicate slight emphasis, but not quite
accents.

Notes with a ‘plus’ sign (+) over them indicate crossovers. These are
designed to add a little extra flair and showmanship for the soloist.

Instruments with longer decay times (cymbals, crotales, vibes, etc)
often use the “let vibrate” marking (l.v.) meaning the instrument
should decay naturally, even if the note duration is short.

Vibraphone parts use a combination of staccato markings and text
markings (i.e. “no pedal”) to indicate phrases that should be drier.
Ultimately, vibe pedaling is left to the discretion of the performer,
however specific staccato/pedal up notations should be followed.

The Percussion 1 and 2 players must quickly switch between felt
mallets and sticks. It's recommended to use a combo-style stick (felt
on one end, drumstick tip on the other) for quick changes.

Since the material in the short version comes from the same material of the full version (with the exception of a few transitional edits), the rehearsal
marks are consistent between the corresponding phrases of both versions. So rehearsal T in the short version is the same musical phrase as rehearsal T
in the full version. As such, you'll notice that certain rehearsal letters will be skipped over (for example, there’s no rehearsal S in the short version). This is
intentional so that rehearsal mark language is consistent between both versions. This will be useful if using each version for different occasions.

Individual parts for the short version are also contained within the included disc.



Level: Med-Advanced

Approx. playing time: 840" Yong Sie

Commissioned by Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA (Dr. Gifford Howarth, director) and the

w Toh Conservatory of Music, Singapore (Jonathan Fox, director).
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)

facaul jacisal acieul laces lace oy
TNO® NG R R
T T AXLLLL
__ A TN TN A x4
AL i, (179 [
¥ | M
A I I A XU
. Yy A T8 T o
YN i
[l (179 (179
>§va TN TN A Fg
g AL AL TTe(A TTe 5
AL [T [N il
# >
il 1 1 1]
A1 I I A
>¢1 ALY ALY T8 A ik Ax]
A f= [ [ A x4
# * 3L SaN! 3L SaN! [1Te 7o i
AL = 17 17 AxLLL]
8 =
AN I I A XU
& | TN 8| A T s
>§by (11N [N A [y
§ (179 (179
>§mmv N N A nlg
T Ao Aol 8| A mik s
>#T [N [N A x4
il 1 1 1]
Al I I it
>§T L L 1$(A L AxLLH
g [ [
(179 (179
Vel A ! [T
A (179 (179
SEYM Y I I
W Fe 8| A T
A [T [T
L T T
A I I
™ [ mig T
.1 ) [N [N
T
W
\ I I
E T e A T
[ [
—“ Hik Hik
TN TN
““ I I
TeA I I
d i 8| A T
A [N [N
ik T T
A I I
T F~ o o 8| A T
(.1 ) [N [N
ity || ||
L L
Ik Ik
M 1 N N T8 e
[ [
J\{ iaN! L iaN! . . AxH
.n__ [T ! A
T T
.1\= I I
g T T 8| A T
TS [TT™ ™
g Iit
& T
>§by TN #
u Ao Aol %A
>#W\ i mH.
I (179
v Ik
AL T 1 8| A
v
I NG c N N &
— ———
s = [aN] x<
g = = 5

opera gong

D>

D
-

D>
4

o A i

9
-
v/

Sample

Image

TSPCE-62



b p

softly add in

:
Al

©

be bﬁ )

=

D

dod

R

=

=S, tet

be Bhe 1 ho 2 R e e e e e e e e 0

b
b3 °2

Sample
Image

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella
(short version)

>

i
1

-

obf.
obfo

Y
A
s %
sl e
\V\”y x_ 7 |
LoHtv I ,,
W L
Lwtv g
& Eh
a ol 3
4 g B
R Al I
P a o
3 o o
g i A
By A M
pn il o
» A A
E 0 Bl
By N M
pn il S| s
3 A A s
a0 e Elll -
B o LI
o
Ll !
Y al
L )|
N
b
L
L] b

be

r]
rl

iy

cbf-
cbf-

119

54

Ll
)|
N
)|
=
o 3 A
| Ik 2 r\;
acyl aesy] TN
NP NP NP
5 = s -

bongos

0
o

H—e*

p2

TSPCE-62



55

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)

EDistant and longing

-=100

124

jackes| lace jacte. Iacies) Jace [Sees)
I
Al
mL.N
NI a
A
i
J
N |
ENETTH \P\\\N R |
]
.
W
) |
N LWV gy
N [E
N H [aln: alimul olim: jalimy|
N n
o of jacies] lacies) lacks] lages)
|
1\
BN
AN val
y
A
il
|
mL.N
v [ vww\N TN
ln”r\\l
Al
I
By PV TR
BN
[almal jalimy| atimal jatimal jalmul ol
o
o
P\\_
.
1T 1 .
0 lace ) jacie.l lacies) lace.s! laces)
|
rw
mL.N
MOy o W R
AL
LN
il
kﬂ\
Mol \ /[ WIETR Dy
A \
A s
Al 2
N m
|
<9 V W
Afw &Y \ 2 [
e S 1Pl
Jatsal Jalisal ot gasH / ol
i P
A\
I ¢ 5
NG o N NEp N
———  ——
= 1S o x
g = = 5

03

7
I 3

i0) )
r
L 3

0]
D3
10

JE——

Sample

Image

TSPCE-62



Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

56

(short version)

{1 ' ——
| | Q.
i m
‘RVN
By
(Il o
\ [ f
N ; S
] l
N
H I
b | 7 !
Aty w
‘MVLWST 1% U
ot olas ol otias ol .
|
ol
.
F\\g
.
S . W gm
froel\ o0 ero " o : -
Wil f
w |
3
&
Wy 91
B | e [T |
3
L &
i
b
ka
Wy il 3
2| Haw Ari A N M
) Sl
a8 a)
) || IRl
WY Ve kww v\wpmj TR W My
o aCs) ol otisal et b oas Nt ol
oy
-~
F\\‘
.
Wy g . ey
Bsﬂ_f I3ce sl jace Ine o Iaces jaced jaced p Ine
I
PV
12
4
Wy Vaa—v LW\\‘
3
A &
il
3
mL.N
W ,”.f \vN \ﬁl D B
\ NI -
y c
3
\nwwwl W\\l S
A z| M &
] 2\ 7] g
g 2
E \ M )
Wy V 3 ,f H & Rt 3 |
yhv.nw—a—v LW .m KW\ § LWWW‘ m g <
e ol [oin: ol [t ot N = e [oin:
oy
-~
P\\_
. N
N A Wy
© momo %o age. age e [age ol [age el [age el oo el age
< < < < < < ) )
o NP NE NEpR N N e = =
S —— ———
w = = w > N a &

Image

mp

TSPCE-62



57

be

E
=~
) D

bea
b
e
mf

2

be

mf
b
mf

07

mp ———
mp ———

d ot
-

D
)
y /7
&3

Ld o] Y /i

blg Tt

e behy

poco ———
poco ——

Oh gl

f
T
[ ——

be
be

D
D

R

e

X4
X4

g ol

L
=
‘

TSPCE-62

sus cym (warm w/mallet)

mp

.
&

#A

D

P He
D

r 3
—
—

T

=2

b

L ko
4

Z—
4

® o

b

mp —— mf
mp_—— mf

_a\]

Le -

7]

be 1%

. be
ShHg
T
ShHg

—

Z
K3

X4

(short version)
bo

74

Do
Do

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

ba
ba

T
(O Emm——

=
I
&=

o

med-soft mallets
med-soft mallets

mp

glock (med. soft plastic)

4w
b
e
mp

a

>
T —

-‘p

I

mf

>
TS

o

mf

b

b
0l
—

mp ———
mp ———

c'‘mes

id
id

ey b
Tz
ZH =
7=

pe

d ot

t—1¢F

147 _—

{2y

0
b 2
y i
{ey

NS4

Mi

G/X

Sample
Image



Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

58

(short version)

@with gaining intensity

158

n
wME lace ol jaces) o jmﬁ’ e
_m_m_m \m- RN N , " ]
. il I o
_m_m_w )
T
. o
> 7
A 1 1 _
Il i (V]
° [l
. WM I It TR
e ) . i L,j. )
B I i
3| 2 8 g § ,
N 3 9 Sl i |
S 2 g — .
IS f:gr
Em wua wwu A wwu A TTTONA >[Www
I , _ |
s R I Ik - m
™
N
|~ [ TN N JEEI
N ’
N
_m_m_w \ww f e mi Ml TTON M1 hw TN M;
o o s i Al Al A
HEs RS -
\HM Y Y L
S il k
aces ace s w3 p ace. o -
ﬁ\' ‘ ﬁ\' ‘
n» m» ol
| v NEL Y. \wHu A \wHu A AL
muy ﬁw 112 J
AN ™ ™ N
\uw- \www \www N
| \
Y| A Ny N N \9\1 \el A-{L
ANLS ﬁwu A m A Lw} (S Lw} ~ AL
EL R ik ,L ,L .‘M
ﬁwc ﬁwc v b | -\\4
o e TR TR o fmj e .‘,f
A jaticnl e A e e alies alsed atiss
sy I I b
Al T < T .:A
b i ik N
e ace o aced sl ace sl ace: ac.e o acie ol acie ol
ﬁ\' ﬁ\' -\\4
i i I
N N : Mol T A T A AL
Wuy 112 112 J
N ™ TN N
W‘. ‘w ‘w M
i il ™ ™ A Gn A.;LN
N o Np Np NP NP NP = =
~—~——
5 s o X s N = &

Image

TSPCE-62



59

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

62

(short version)

1234

198

; Q)
L] e
L AR | h QD
TR TN i m a
A,
TTeTN LI ’MH m. i a m
[ v —
‘\\A\# ‘\\A\# VL f .
ﬁ ol i
)|
- [!
N NN ”H 7 .’ /.
ik gt
i o
[l L
TITR f T f L, . >/ﬁv\\
, __
> > 7 LY Cln
&1 F LAE q! f |
N m\. N i} .ﬁ__
b | e b o]
m .\M \qid 8 8
SAMULL W AN AL |
2 Fet o
" V#v ik mJ
e i)
AL 18T L) e
" ud w NTJ
e 7%
111 LYRE L Bl L
[ 1T% [ 1T%
el sl T. wi.
A A
(YRR NI ol [T 1)
[; [; |
ollel ollel k. m Wl
[ 179 [ 1T%
ﬁ\\. ﬁ\\-
it Yo I L)
) )
il Il [ [
TN TN e e W e
[ 1T% [ [Te
TS TS e i)
il iR ﬁJ & R WJ & 4
TR HINILES RS \.\1 8 FTT® (A “ mm A \A.Wy ~
0] o v kil
ik (S
4 i \if i AI}
TIT T T i AL T { iy
W AT AL W
,1. A v\w A #4 ,1. A
A al LY e My )
iy A iy
T s~ IINES m AL Y m 1] L1
> > LRI AL
AT &R Nl XYk \ L
Nl T N
il e
m -WM M-J
SN W alll AL Wl
2 HH
)
V)
Ll 18T
“X\7"
e
m N g +: L < |
1 Vo
lo| sl
My Mis Eaal Q4 o ||
&9 N N DN DN W A e e
f——
w s o p = o - a o

TSPCE-62



63

Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella

(short version)
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Meanwhile in a Parallel Universe Redux — Casella
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