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TSPCE-58

Ludwig van Beethoven

Shepherd’s Song
from Mvt. 5 of Pastoral Symphony (No. 6)

arranged for mallet ensemble by Brian Slawson



Program Notes
It’s hard to imagine that Ludwig van Beethoven’s delicate and good-natured Pastoral Symphony (No. 6), or 
Recollections of Country Life, was composed at the same time (1807–08) as his rambunctious, blockbuster 
Fifth Symphony … not to mention they were both premiered at the same concert! Opening with the most 
recognizable four-note riff in the history of music, Beethoven’s Fifth steamrolls its way through a tumultuous 
path of fate, fire, and fury while his Pastoral Symphony gently communicates his fondness for walks through 
the countryside and his love of nature. The final movement, “Shepherd’s Song: Happy and Grateful Feelings 
after the Storm,” is a remarkably joyful work.

Performance Notes
If desired, the following twosomes may share a 5-octave instrument (see Suggested Setup): 

Marimba 4A and 4B, Marimba 5A and 5B, Marimba 6A and 6B  

Marimba 1 and Marimba 3 both require a 4-octave keyboard, while Marimba 2 requires a 3-octave instrument.

“Shepherd’s Song” starts with a simple “call” one might hear on a shepherd’s pipe in the Swiss Alps. Scored 
here for glockenspiel and marimba and soon joined by chimes and vibraphone, the introduction should remain 
gentle and distant.  Your venue’s acoustics may have a major impact on how you shape your sound, so be sure 
to balance accordingly and always adapt to the hall.  Keep the written accents light—particularly when playing 
double-stops and chords. Beethoven was determined to keep this movement simple. As long as a heavy-
handed approach is avoided, the hearty, good-natured character of this music is sure to shine through.



Suggested Setup (minimized)

Players and Instrumentation
Shepherd’s Song requires 14 players with the following instrumentation:

1 glockenspiel
1 chimes
1 crotales (2 octaves)
1 xylophone
1 vibraphone
1 small marimba (3-octave)
2 medium marimbas (4-octave)
3 large marimbas (shared 5-octave)
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from Mvt. 5 of Pastoral Symphony (No. 6)

Level:  Medium
Approx. playing time:  3’10”
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