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Notes

Katraterra was commissioned in Winter of 2003 by the Seguin high school percussion ensemble.
It was written specifically to be premiered at the Bands of America National Percussion Festival in
Indianapolis, IN under the direction of Tim Sivils. It is a 5-minute work for nine percussionists (some
of which can be doubled if desired) and uses a variety of contrasting timbres throughout.

The 5/8 time signature dominates the feel of Katraterra, with three emphasized beats of 1, 3, and
4¢, creating the ultimate framework that drives the 16th-note based ostinato, as well as all melodies
throughout. This weaves in and out of other time signatures but is intended to happen smoothly
without obvious perception as to when time signatures change. This fact, along with the inherent
syncopations throughout creates a challenging ensemble atmosphere. Contrasting voices are used
to make bold, aggressive statements and answers with tom toms, timpani, different sized cowbells,
woodblocks, China cymbal, and Chinese opera gong (to name a few).

The main melodic theme is carried by the vibraphone, and driven by the timpani and marimba
accompaniment. This melodic theme becomes almost improvisatory when the marimba player adds
to it in harmonized, syncopated style. In almost all cases, each performer is required to play multiple
instruments with a variety of timbral approaches. The end result should be an intense, driving work
for percussion ensemble that will draw listeners into a cyclical feel of syncopated groove.

The ostinato double-stops in the marimba and xylophone parts are
intended to be played with alternating, double-vertical 4-mallet
sticking. Due to the placement of some of these chords they can
become a bit awkward to perform (at rehearsal B for example). This
usually requires the players to stand at a more sideways-facing
position with their mallets in an unusual layout on the keys. It may take
a bit of experimentation to find a stance and arm position that feels
comfortable (as pictured). During these moments, switching from one
chord to the next can be a little tricky, so performers can omit a note
or two on either side of the transition if necessary.
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Level: Advanced
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Commissioned by the Sequin High School Percussion Ensemble, Seguin, TX — Tim Sivils, director
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