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EOREWORD

Late one winter evening, composer Jesse Mattson was wrapping presents for his children while listening
to holiday classics. A percussionist for three decades, he knew these songs would sound great if
performed exclusively on percussion instruments. Always a fan of blending musical genres that would
normally never mix, he imagined Hungarian composer Béla Barték hammering Frosty the Snowman out
on his piano. The idea“snowballed” into an avalanche of sketches that resulted in these eleven unique
arrangements for percussion ensemble.

The songs in this collection may be performed as an entire concert program. You can also pick a few
favorites as entertaining additions to your wind ensemble or orchestral concert. Each piece ranges from
approximately one to three minutes and will surely keep your audience engaged as they hear their old
favorites in a completely new way. Percussion instruments normally heard in supporting roles are now
featured voices in classic tunes ranging from Deck the Halls to Sleigh Ride...Enjoy!




TRANEIMCN IPEAS

The pieces in this collection are relatively short, but you can combine them to make a unique suite for your
holiday concert. Instrumentation from piece to piece is fairly similar, so big equipment changes shouldn’t
be necessary. If you choose to form a medley, it can be fun to experiment with transitional ideas between

pieces. Below are a few to get you started:

Have students offstage playing various sets of sleigh
bells. Your audience may think Santa’s on his way!

Have a variety of music boxes on stage and open
them at the same time, creating a tinkly wash of
dreamy sound.

Determine the tonic pitch of the piece you're about
to transition into and have the vibraphone softly roll
on this pitch until the new piece starts. Or perhaps
have someone bowing this pitch on crotales
offstage.

Same as above but with all members of the
ensemble humming like peaceful carolers.

Partner with a local charity and use this as a
fundraising opportunity. Include “Bring a canned
good or unwrapped toy” on your concert posters
and other advertising. Then invite people to bring
their donations to the front during the transitions.

*

*

Enlist the theater department’s help to rig up some
fake snowflakes to fall between movements.

Who doesn’t love Christmas carols? Invite a choir,
band, or orchestra student (or director) to lead the
audience in carol singing. Several carols, including
“Deck the Halls” and “We Three Kings,” can be
performed in a round if you want to get really
adventurous.

Get your audience involved! If you'll be performing
several of these as a set, write each title on its own
slip of paper and put it in a Santa hat. At the start of
the concert, pick an audience member to come up
and draw a title. That will be the second tune you
play. After you play the first tune (before you
perform the first “audience pick”), have another
audience member come up and draw the third
tune.



SUGGESTEDISETUR

Instrumentation varies a bit between pieces, and not every piece will require the instruments outlined
below. This suggested setup will put you in the right ballpark with minimal need for scene changes
between pieces if you're choosing to mix and match tunes from this collection.
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Deck the halls with snares and basses,
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la, Ia, la!

Duration: 1:10
Level: Med-Easy

For 8-10 players:
« Glockenspiel
 Xylophone

« Vibraphone

e Marimba 1 (shared)

e Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani (+ Sleigh Bells)

e P1) Suspended Cymbal

- P2) Crash Cymbals, Ride Cymbal, Hi-Hat
« P3) Snare Drum, Triangle

» P4) Bass Drum

e Drumset*

*If you have fewer players, the drumset part
may be used as a substitute for P2—P4.




Traditional
arr. Jesse Mattson

DECK THE HALLS

Level: Med-Easy

Duration: 110
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obinjEaidian]Ee

Adapted from “Jingle Bells”

Jingle bells,
Batman smells...
er...uh...somethin’ somethin’
somethin-..

Duration: 2:10
Level: Med-Easy

For 8-10 players:

« Glockenspiel

- Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)
« Marimba 2 (shared)
« Timpani &
« P1) Suspended Cymbal

« P2) Crash Cymbals, Ride Cymbal, Hi-Hat

« P3) Snare Drum, Temple Blocks

« P4) Bass Drum, Triangle, Wind Chimes

« Drumset*

*If you have fewer players, the drumset part
may be used as a substitute for P2—P4.

13



Duration 210 ROBIN LAID AN EGG
Duration: 210 James Kord Pierpont

Adapted from “Jingle Bells” arr. Jesse Mattson
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ROBIN LAID AN EGG

SEASON'S BEATINGS - MATTSON
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dlo A

One-two-three-four-five-six-sev-en...
All good drummers go to...um...skool?

Duration: 2:00
Level: Med-Easy

For 8-10 players:

» Glockenspiel

« Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)

« Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani

« Drumset

« P1) Claves, Tambourine
P2) Ride Cymbal*

« P3) Hi-Hat, Snare Drum*
P4) Bass Drum*

*If you have more players, the drumset part
maly be substituted with P2—-P4.
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Level: Medium
Duration: 200

Glockenspiel

Xylophone

Vibraphone

Marimba 1

Marimba 2

Timpani

Drumset

Percussion 1
Claves, Tambourine

*Percussion 2
Ride Cymbal
(optional-instead
of drumset)

*Percussion 3 € 4
Hi-Hat/SD, BD
(optional-instead

of drumset)
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CAROL OF THE BELLS

Mykola Leontovich
arr. Jesse Mattson

muted bass drum (or mounted kick)
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UMMeEigne

Adapted from “Carol of the Drum”

I have to play in$

pa-rum-pum-pum-pum
...l beat drum!

Duration: 2:00
Level: Med-Easy

For 8-10 players:
» Glockenspiel

« Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)

« Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani

« P1) Suspended Cymbal
« P2) Crash Cymbals, Ride Cymbal, Hi-Hat
« P3) Snare Drum, Triangle

« P4) Bass Drum

« Drumset*

*If you have fewer players, the drumset part
may be used as a substitute for P2—P4.
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R DRUMMER BOY
Duration: 200 Katherine K. Davis

arr. Jesse Mattson

" n
=84 Adapted from “Carol of the Drum
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D) == N
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CAROL OF THE DRUM. Words and Music by K/ II“Gge

© 1941 (Renewed) EMI MILLS MUSIC, INC. All Rights Controlled and Administ
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TheywelvelDumlEilIsloflChristings

Adapted from “The Twelve Days of Christmas”

On the first day of Christmas,

my true love said to me...
“GIMME A BEAT!”

Duration: 3:40

Level: Ensemble—Easy
Drumset—Med-Advanced

For 8 players:

» Glockenspiel

- Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)
« Marimba 2 (shared)
« Timpani

« Percussion (Tambourine, Triangle, Bongos, Cowbell, Claves)
« Drumset (soloist)




e e nes acnces—— THE TWELVE DRUM FILLS
- OF CHRISTMAS i

Adapted from “The Twelve Days of Christmas”

s =120 Partridge in a Pear Tree E Turtle Doves
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%0 This arrangement © 2013 Tapspace Publications, LLC (ASCAP). Portland, R. Int
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Silent Night?
Seriously?
Look at who you're talking to... 4

Duration: 2:25
Level: Med-Easy

For 9 players:

- Glockenspiel 4
- Xylophone \/
- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)

« Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani

« P1) Suspended Cymbal
« P2) Gong

« P3) Bass Drum, Triangle
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Franz Xaver Gruber

Level: Med-Easy
Duration: 2:25

arr. Jesse Mattson

SILENT NIGHT
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SILENT NIGHT

SEASON'S BEATINGS - MATTSON
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SILENT NIGHT
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SILENT NIGHT

SEASON'S BEATINGS - MATTSON
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SILENT NIGHT
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O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum,
wie treu sind deine Bldtter!

(Didn’t know | was a German snowman, did ya?)

Duration: 2:30
Level: Medium

For 8-10 players:

» Glockenspiel

« Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)

« Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani

« Drumset (w/brushes)

« P1) Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Temple Blocks
P2) Snare Drum?*

« P3) Bass Drum*
P4) Ride Cymbal*

L WORK POR
. SAVERKRAUY

*If you have more players, the drumset part
may be substituted with P2—P4.



Level: Medium
Duration: 2.30

Glockenspiel

Xylophone

Vibraphone

Marimba 1

Marimba 2

Timpani

Drumset
(w/brushes)

Percussion 1
Tri, Sus Cym,
Temp Blocks

*Percussion 2 € 3
Snare Drum

Bass Drum

(optional instead

of drumset)

*Percussion 4
Ride Cymbal
(optional instead
of drumset)

O TANNENBAUM

Traditional
arr. Jesse Mattson
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Harky!

Adapted from “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Get down with the harkness!
I’'m the harkenest harker
this side of Harkansaw!

Duration: 1:35
Level: Easy

For 8-10 players:
« Chimes

» Glockenspiel

- Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba

« Timpani

« P1) Sleigh Bells

« P2) Snare Drum, Tambourine
« P3) Bass Drum

« P4) Crash Cymbals, Triangle

« Drumset*

*If you have fewer players, the drumset part
may be used as a substitute for P2—P4.




Level: Easy
Duration: 1:.35

Chimes

Glockenspiel

Xylophone

Vibraphone

Marimba

Timpani

Percussion 1
Sleigh Bells

Percussion 2 €3
Snare Drum, Tamb,
Bass Drum

Percussion 4
Crash Cyms, Triangle

*Drumset
(optional if no
players P2-P4)
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HARK !

Adapted from “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Charles Wesley
arr. Jesse Mattson
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Duration: 2:00
Level: Easy

For 8 players:

- Glockenspiel

- Xylophone

- Vibraphone

« Marimba 1 (shared)

« Marimba 2 (shared)

« Timpani

« P1) Suspended Cymbal
- P2) Triangle

o

meyAllNYe

Adapted from “O Come All Ye Faithful”

Come All Ye Concert Footage,
Send us your video links!
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Level: Easy

Duration: 200

Glockenspiel

Xylophone

Vibraphone

Marimba 1

Marimba 2

Timpani

Percussion 1€ 2
Suspended Cym
Triangle

84

COME ALL YE

Adapted from “O Come All Ye Faithful”

Traditional
arr. Jesse Mattson
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Tuning notes (pitches are intended to be
pedaled on the following drums:)

32'=F,G  26"=D
29"=A,C  23"=E,F, G
O /1 I I I I
il Clr 3 - [ [ [ [
A /) [ [ [ [
k> 3 I I I I
/! I I I I
H—=x - [ [ [ [
| | I /1 [ [ [ [
= I I I I

This arrangement © 2013 Tapspace Publications, LLC (ASCAP). Portland, _R. Int:
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rtokiBuildstalSnowman

Adapted from “Frosty the Snowman”

If you play a wrong note,
just keep going...

No one will notice!

Duration: 2:20
Level: Medium

For 8-9 players:
« Glockenspiel (and claves)

« Xylophone

- Vibraphone

- Marimba 1(sharing optional)
« Marimba 2 (sharing optional)
« Timpani

« P1) Crash Cymbals

«P2) Snare Drum

« P3) Bass Drum

» Drumset*

*If you have fewer players, the drumset part
may be used as a substitute for P2—P3.



Level: Medium
Duration: 220

Glockenspiel
(and claves)

Xylophone

Vibraphone

Marimba 1

Marimba 2

Timpani

Percussion 1
Crash Cymbals

Percussion 2 £ 3
Snare Drum
Bass Drum

*Drumset
(optional if
no P2-P3)

BARTOK BUILDS A SNOWMAN

Adapted from “Frosty the Snowman”

Jack Rollins
arr. Jesse Mattson
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FROSTY THE SNOWMAN Music and Lyrics by WALTER ROLL!
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BARTOK BUILDS A SNOWMAN

46
)

‘I

o 2220 obs .

AL

.

S

/¥

mp

> > = =

=

> = >

)

>
z 2
&
&

b

=
-

e

.o_ﬁ

= >

=2

s e e
—esssessssses

> > > >

no pedal for remainder of piece

S>3

> > > >

> >S5S > > b

B8ss358583

fe

3y
LAY .4

PZ .1 Y
CH®)

Z

te

#) (E) &4

.4
o

de (

!

(=)

de

2

—

26" drumto D

26" drum

¢
I

I
e
@
>

>SS SS> > > >
0 0 0 0 000 00
ol el el el el el el el el O

29" drum to Bb

Do

=
e o
IV\"P

T
—

|

ARLLL

Sample

Image

e~

&
PN

N\

Vv

e

cC

SD
BD

*DS

98



BARTOK BUILDS A SNOWMAN

SEASON'S BEATINGS - MATTSON

53

1 1 1 1
i N N N N
Nt f f Y >f >unw f

A A -1

.PH Ty E=d ¥ [
iL.N V

~e ~t ~ ~e
\\Hu S 1 1 1 1
A1y W N W ol
~ O N Lwl m
l ™ (I
XX
L N B [YaNi
s L ™ Hﬁﬂ\
i I Nl il
WE oy ) LS >
ES3 v
BN B HW\\‘
™ P N
N .W/ T ‘v‘\
™
N " 9] N H.wwl
A
.w/ Nnl Ul
HMnﬂ nan»/
1 N b | 10
H ™ [ AN
B
< o} b LI
l ™ (YN
ERY
@ N EN HW\\H‘
1 Ll ™
@ N by I
el xS
WE e ) LS >
£33 Lh
o7 b hwwl
R N
it N EN (YHEN
A S
™
1 ~ A N [ JEEN
- B
A
o} B hﬂww
nmﬂu n»na/
1 Oy N H.W\\
N Ul
~ by (1
E
™ .ﬂ#wl

1 1 MW\\ ot (18

K N L]

XX A

ERER AL 3 1anl N (1H
s nann/

NA INA l BN ...W
N N O N 5
\

O > > 5 o

-2~
pr< f

snares on

shares on

Sample

Image






SlayiRide

Adapted from “Sleigh Ride”

Come on, it’s lovely weather
for a percussion concert with you!

Duration: 2:40
Level: Medium

For 8-10 players:
« Glockenspiel (and slapstick)
« Xylophone (and crotales) ™
- Vibraphone .’
« Marimba 1(shared)
« Marimba 2 (shared)
« Timpani
« P1) Temple Blocks, Tambourine

P2) Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal*
« P3) Bass Drum*

P4) Sleigh Bells

*If you have fewer players, the P2-P3 parts
may be played by one player on a drumset.
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I.zvel:_Medium
Duration 260 SLAY RIDE vy Anderson

Adapted from “Sleigh Ride” am. Jesse Mattson
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Glockenspiel |EAZ - - The —— e - p Z— e " -
(and slapstick) | D4 e —— e \k\ﬁj.‘l — i —
D) [ ' be MEAE_
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Xylophone [FA% - - = = o - = ] e = © -
(and crotales) 2 4 1 1 > 1 i
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) ) T B — T — - . T B —
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D) [ —— I fe [ —— [ —— I
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#g z - z z - |z z
Marimba 1 |Hes2A— i =2 - — = $ ? o - —
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X /1 © A4 © ) A4 © 467
Marimba 2 | —— o = = = be = R =5 .=
(=2 = bo z = bS = —
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Tune: F, Bb, Db, F
Timpani % - f - f - f - f - f - f
pant g = = = = = =
. '/
Percussion 1 % - - - - - -
Temple Blocks H—
Tambourine =*
*Percussion 2 € 3 % - - - - -
Snare Drum, Cym H—
Bass Drum =
Percussion 4 % - - TN o A S [T J—— L
Sleigh Bells |F—% o —— —=¢
§ e ‘

mp———mf

*Optional: P2— SLEIGH RIDE by LEROY ANDERSON I I I l' Ige
Optional: P2-P3 can be played by 1 drumset player
©1948 (Renewed) WOODBURY MUSIC CO!
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ABOUTRTHE

An avid Northwest outdoorsman, Jesse Mattson occasionally
descends from the forested Oregon coast range to compose for
percussion ensembles, short films, and broadcast commercials.
Jesse has composed for dozens of university, high school,

and independent marching and concert ensembles; an
arrangement of his “Chicane” was performed by the 2010

WGI PIO gold medalist. In the commercial arena Jesse has
composed for AMD, Sketchers, Bank of America, Ahnu, WeChat,
and many more.

Often feeling he was born centuries too soon or too late,
Jesse draws inspiration from old growth forests, while
embracing bleeding edge technology. His goal: to create music that takes unpredictable yet enjoyable paths,
both challenging yet accessible to the listener. He resides in the Pacific Northwest with his wife Melissa and three
children, Adelle, lvan, and Max. A wide variety of musical compositions can be heard at www.jessemattson.com.




