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Grooves do Brasil

INTRODUCTION

Grooves do Brasil was created for drummers who want to know a little about the rich Brazilian popular
culture.The native percussion instruments like zabumba, surdo, tamborim, pandeiro, repinique, atabaques, and
others inspired me to play the drumset. | tried to preserve the characteristic of each style without losing the
essence: the fundamental swing element in the dance that each rhythm generates. In the country of drums,
everything is dance — the manifestation of the people and their regional culture.We must understand this
union to play Brazilian music.

Grooves do Brasil is not a book of techniques, but a great resource for the organic study of Brazilian
music. It focuses on the ‘feel’ and not on the techniques. It will assume that you have already developed a
working level of hand and foot coordination, independence, and technique. | will give you some ideas and
rhythmic possibilities relating to how to play this type of music.| recommend that you use your own creativity
for the fills, paying special attention to the rhythmic accents of each style.This will help prioritize the practical
side of the music and contribute to the development of your performance.

All the styles presented in this book begin with a brief synopsis of their respective origins and transcriptions of
their native percussion parts.You should familiarize yourself with each of the native voices before attempting
the entire drumset interpretation.This will greatly enhance your understanding of the Brazilian conception of
the music. Attempt to simulate the native percussion instruments through the hi-hat, bass drum, snare drum,
cymbals, and any other elements of your drum setup. Most students do not own their own native Brazilian
percussion instruments, but it is amazing how well they can be ‘copied’ by the various parts of a drumset.Try
it! It is my hope that you can build upon some of the ideas presented here and come up with patterns and
grooves of your own.

Grooves do Brasil gives you the rhythms of Bossa Nova, Samba-Rock, Samba-Reggae, ljexa, Baido, Frevo,
Arrasta Pe (Galope), Batucada, Xote, Samba-Funk, and Traditional Samba. Most of these are presented with
more than one example.

The accompanying CD provides lengthy audio examples of each style with a foundation of acoustic guitars, bass,
drums, and percussion. Meledic lines are played by acoustic guitar. Most of the examples are presented with
and without the drummer. The tracks WITH a drummer begin with a four-bar drum introduction.The tracks
labeled “Okay, now YOWU’RE the drummer!” begin with a percussion or click track introduction.

A section for further study is provided on page 50.This section contains a listing of books | recommend on
the subject of Brazilian music as well as recordings by some of the top artists in each musical style covered
throughout this book. Please augment your studies by listening to these incredible recordings.

Good Study!
~Duda Moura






















































