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Performance Notes
Academic Festival March features a range of textures, dynamics, and articulation while 
highlighting a stately dotted eighth-note motive throughout . Strong homophonic 
presentations of the main theme are balanced with antiphonal play between the upper 
and lower voices . Though written primarily in B≤ major, a short minor modulation will 
stretch your students to explore different finger patterns . This courtly march provides 
students with ample learning opportunities and paths to success, making it the perfect 
"academic festival" or contest opener .

About the Composer
Katie O’Hara LaBrie is an active conductor, composer, clinician, and cellist from Northern 
Virginia . An educator at heart, Mrs . LaBrie spent the first 15 years of her career teaching 
orchestra in Fairfax County, Virginia . She holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education 
from St . Olaf College, where she studied under Steven Amundson, and Masters of Music 
in Instrumental Conducting from George Mason University, where she studied with 
Anthony Maiello .

As a composer, Mrs . LaBrie’s inspiration grows from many sources such as family and 
nature, but primarily draws from her experiences as a music educator . She enjoys 
creating new music with the goal of being educationally sound, pleasing to audiences, 
and above all, fun for the players . She is passionate about sharing music with others and 
teaching students how to practice with purpose .

Mrs . LaBrie’s compositions have received many accolades including frequent selection as 
J .W . Pepper Editor’s Choice, as well as performances at the Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Directors Clinic and American String Teachers Association Conference . In 2022, she 
was honored as one of Yamaha’s “40 Under 40” for her action, courage, creativity, and 
commitment to growth in the music education field .

Mrs . LaBrie is the founding conductor of the Fairfax Chamber Players, and co-creator of 
“the Big IDEA” practice method . She lives in Fairfax, VA with her husband Joe, who is a 
middle school band director, and their budding musician, Liam .
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Academic Festival March

KATIE O’HARA LaBRIE
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Commissioned by the Texas Lutheran University School of Music for performance in

Christmas Vespers 2013 by the TLU Wind Ensemble, Beth Bronk, Director.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when 
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be 
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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