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Performance Notes

If you have the budget for only one piece for your middle school/high school band to play
this year, Upward Bound needs to be that piece. Do you want to teach triplets? This piece
has it. How about helping your clarinets perfect the art of crossing the break? This piece
achieves it. Working with the concept of dissonances versus consonance on purpose?
Look no further than Upward Bound.

Written in the key of G minor, this piece is fraught with tension and rife with teaching
opportunities. And, your gong player even gets to shine!

With the exception of the beginning of the piece, no player has sixteenth notes except
for the percussion. The rhythms are fairly easy. | wrote it this way, because some of the
teaching concepts contained in the tune take time to master, such as the clarinets and
the break. This will be'an excellent time to let your clarinets in on a special secret: you
canplay both G and A with your right hand down. And that practice will help make those
runs at the beginning and then at the very end so much easier to do.

Regarding accidentals, this would be a good time to review Gb and F# (sometimes a tricky
enharmonic) with your flute section, G# (versus Ab) for clarinets and trumpets, and D#
versus Eb for your alto saxophones. Students sometimes ask, “why do we have to know
(F#) when we already know (Gb) and it's the same note?” A good reason is that enharmonic
equivalents can be used to improve the readability of music, as when a sequence of
notes is more easily read using sharps or flats. Additionally, using enharmonic notes can
sometimes reduce the number of accidentals in a piece overall and are always good to
review.

About the Composer

Amy Webb (b. 1973) is a native of Washburn, Maine, and resides in Wichita, Kansas. She
has been an active educator, clarinetist, pianist and conductor for more than twenty
years. She received a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from the University
of Maine and a Master’s degree in Instrumental Conducting from the American Band
College at Southern Oregon University. As a composer and arranger, she has'a number
of concert band works to her credit and enjoys writing band music for all grade levels.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

ISBN 978-1-4911-6645-1 UPC
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