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Performance Notes
War in the Chesapeake draws inspiration from the historic town of St. Michaels, Maryland. 
This quaint town is steeped in the rich tapestry of American Revolutionary War 
history. Situated on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, St. Michaels served as a pivotal 
battleground in many conflicts of the era. It pays homage to the valor and sacrifice of 
those who fought bravely to defend liberty while capturing the indomitable spirit of 
a nation forged in the crucible of conflict. Through its stirring melodies and evocative 
imagery, the piece invites listeners to embark on a journey through time, where the 
echoes of history resound with timeless resonance.

The piece starts with a slow, solemn entrance that evokes the haunting toll of a ship's 
bell resonating across the harbor. If a ship's bell is not available, chimes can be used to 
recreate the somber atmosphere of maritime warfare. The composition uses harmonic 
and rhythmic dissonances to mirror the tumultuous battle struggle, accentuating the 
conflict's intensity and urgency. Subtle references to The Star-Spangled Banner, composed 
in Baltimore's harbor just a few years following the events depicted in St. Michaels, 
are interwoven within the musical tapestry. These hints are poignant reminders of 
the enduring legacy of courage and resilience that defined America's struggle for 
independence .

As the music progresses, the intensity builds towards a full-scale battle at m. 85. The 
piece culminates in a triumphant resolution at m. 102, with the national anthem strains. 
The final section, beginning at m. 107, embodies the jubilant celebration of victory and 
freedom, echoing across the windswept shores of the Chesapeake Bay.

About the Composer
Mark Lortz is Director of Music at Stevenson University and brass arranger for the multi-
world champion Reading Buccaneers Drum and Bugle Corps. As a composer, his original 
music has been premiered internationally and at The Midwest Clinic International Band 
and Orchestra Conference, the Bands of America National Percussion Festival, the College 
Band Directors National Association, and the Baltimore Ravens Marching Band. Lortz’s 
compositions have received awards from the American Society of Composers, Authors, 
and Publishers (ASCAP) and laudatory reviews in Gramophone and The Instrumentalist 
magazines. They also made Bandworld’s Top 100 list of band compositions and J.W. 
Pepper’s Editor’s Choice lists. He has worked with the United States Army Field Band, Jazz 
Ambassadors, and The United States Naval Academy Drum and Bugle Corps. In addition 
to composing, Dr. Lortz is a sought-after adjudicator, lecturer, and conductor, lending his 
expertise to honor bands, orchestras, and community ensembles . The Maryland Music 
Educators’ Association recognized his outstanding contributions to music education by 
honoring him as an outstanding educator in 2024 .

Dr. Lortz earned a Ph.D. in Music Education from Temple University and a Boyer College 
of Music and Dance Fellowship. He has earned degrees in percussion performance, 
music education, and music composition from The Peabody Institute of the Johns 
Hopkins University. He was Associate Music Director and Principal Percussionist for the 
North American tour of Phantom of the Opera and Percussionist with the international 
performing ensemble, The Dallas Brass . In addition, he has performed and recorded 
with premier orchestras throughout the United States.
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War in the Chesapeake

MARK LORTZ

Dedicated to the 2023 Cecil All County High School Band, Dr. David Hastings, 

Program Coordinator of Fine Arts
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Doctor Tritonicus

(An Adventure in Tritones)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when 
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be 
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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