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Arranger's Notes
This piece is taken from Franz Liszt’s Christmas Tree Suite, a composition originally written 
for piano (or harmonium) and based on traditional Christmas carols . Here, the mysterious 
march based on Adeste Fideles is arranged for modern concert band . Keeping as many of 
the original articulations and expressive moments as possible will teach your musicians 
the valuable performance skills of listening and balance, while also introducing music 
from an important composer . 

About the Arranger
Marsha Chusmir Shapiro earned bachelors and masters degrees in music education 
from the Florida State University where she studied composition and arranging with 
Charles Carter, and was music copyist for the FSU Marching Chiefs . She taught in public 
and private schools in Florida for forty years . Over this period of time Mrs . Shapiro 
worked with students in kindergarten through twelfth grade in band, orchestra, chorus, 
elementary music and musical theater . She also served as a mentor teacher for first year 
educators .

Mrs . Shapiro was the winner of the 1985 National School Orchestra Association 
Composition Competition, and the 2017 South Carolina Music Educators Association 
Grade 1 Sight Reading String Orchestra Composition Project . Shapiro is the author of 
numerous published orchestra, band, and elementary school musical compositions .

Mrs . Shapiro plays the French horn in the Daytona State College Symphonic Band and 
the Double bass in the Daytona Civic Orchestra .
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March of the Three Wise Men of the East

FRANZ LISZT (1811–1886)

Aranged by Marsha Chusmir Shapiro

“Adeste Fideles” from The Christmas Tree Suite (1873–1876)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when 
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be 
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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