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Arranger's Notes

The Christmas season means different things to people around the world. For many, it
presents an opportunity to express peace and goodwill towards others in various ways.
The lyrics of the three songs used in this medley, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, The First
Noel, and Go Tell It on the Mountain, are all specifically written to spread the message of
Christmas. | encourage you to open a dialogue with students about the dedication of the
piece: “To all who spread the message of peace and goodwill.” Ask them to consider ways
in which they personally spread that message.

The introduction should be played with anticipation, like something of importance is on
the horizon. Accented notes should be played as bell tones with a pronounced attack
and sudden decrescendo. Measures 9-28 should be played in an animated and excited
manner. The grand pause in m. 28 should be three to four full counts. In mm. 29-32 and
41-44 take care that the fourth note of each measure is tongued. A slight crescendo and
decrescendo on that fourth note will give the two sections a sense of “lift” and motion.
Measures 53-57 should be played with a full and powerful symphonic tone.

| hope that you and your students enjoy the musical opportunities presented in Messages
of Christmas and that everyone, including the audience, enjoy these messages of peace
and goodwill.

About the Arranger

Will Boartfield (b.1973) is a music educator and composer who hails from Alabama.
Will currently has numerous pieces in publication including works for Concert Band,
Marching Band, and Percussion Ensemble. Will'is proud to have earned a J.W. Pepper
Editors’ Choice designation.

Will is an alumnus of Troy (State) University and is honored to have been a student of
legendary Band Master, Dr. John M. Long. Will has also had the privilege of studying
arranging with Ralph Ford and Robert W. Smith.

Will and his wife Jen currently reside in Prattville, Alabama. They are active in their
church and are proud parents of a daughter and many pets.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be

appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,

fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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