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Performance Notes

The tritone was once considered an ugly sounding interval. So ugly, in fact, that it was
referred to as diablos in musica. Consequently, many composers for centuries have used
the sound of the tritone to musically depict something sinister. A famous example is
in the introduction to Saint-Saéns' Danse Macabre where the notes A and Eb are bowed
simultaneously on a retuned violin.

My humble contribution to this category of compositions is Doctor Tritonicus. He is
a character of my own imagination inspired by the genre of villainous comic book
characters whose names are frequently preceded by the title of doctor. The following is
a formal description of the music interspersed with comic book elements which students
may find entertaining:

Doctor Tritonicus makes his formidable entrance in mm. 1-19 as tritones are heard in
fortissimo bass instruments. At m. 20 the tritone persists quietly, yet ponderously, in
the bass line as the clarinets state a marcato theme in C minor. A crescendo at m. 39
leads to a forceful repeat of the previous material; this time with the chimes ("Hell's
Bells") reinforcing the bass line. A brass fanfare at m. 56 features tritone progressions
as the woodwinds and xylophone answer with tritone figurations of their own. A new
countermelody. of tritone-laden intervals at m. 78 ornaments the first C-minor tune
heard earlier. At m. 99 Doctor Tritonicus opines that he is not entirely sinister. Here
the saxes, woodwinds, and horns perform a lyrical melody over a bass line of tritones.
The first portion of the lyrical section (mm 99-118) harmonically spans a tritone chord
progression from 'C minor to F§ minor. The second section (mm. 118-138) inverts the
tritone progression from F# minor to the C minor recapitulation at m. 138. Once again
Doctor Tritonicus displays his sinister characterin a faster and more agitated tempo with
"Hell's Bells" reinforcing the tritone bass line. The Coda at m. 196 desperately hammers
the sinister tritone sound until the a comic book hero descends from the sky (mm. 208-
209) to resolve the tritone with the sound of a victorious C-major chord.

About the Composer

Joseph Compello was an instrumental music teacher in Maryland Public Schools for over
30 years. During that time he wrote numerous original compositions to meet the ‘needs
of his students. In 1992 these classroom-tested compositions came to the attention
of Andrew Balent who was Editorial Supervisor of Carl Fischer's Educational Music
division. The immediate success of Compello’s music soon found him making yearly
contributions to the Carl Fischer Performance Series. Now retired from teaching with
over 200 published works to his credit, Compello, with degrees in music education from
the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University, continues to draw on his extensive
background to compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer. His music for young
players is now a model for college curricular study by music education students. A
master’s thesis by Abel Borg entitled “The resourceful and engaging compositions for
beginning band by Joseph Compello” is available at York University, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada.

Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was recently
chronicled in the Baltimore Sun. His ASCAP award winning music is now performed
worldwide in venues ranging from school concerts to Carnegie Hall. 2024 will mark
Compello’s 30th year as a contributor to Carl Fischer’s catalog of music for young bands.
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