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About the Composition
Step right up ladies and gentleman, boys and girls, step right up! See the exotic, the 
strange, and the magical at the Cirque de L’étrange . Welcome to the Cirque de 
L’étrange, known in English as the “Circus of the Strange .” This piece evokes a time of 
a bygone era, a time when circuses and carnivals provided people from all walks of 
life a chance to see human and animal oddities that were sources of both delight 
and horror . While many of these sideshow attractions were deemed fraudulent, it did 
not deter the crowds from flocking to be shocked and awed . I have always held a 
special place in my heart for the showmanship of carnivals, because my grandfather 
dearly loved them . For much of his life, he worked at fairs and carnivals selling cotton 
candy and candy apples . A large portion of my days when growing up were spent 
running around fairgrounds and helping my grandfather with his stand . He imparted 
in me a love for the cunning, magic, and sheer joy that only carnivals and circuses 
can bring . In Cirque de L’étrange, I sought to capture the the mirthful, yet uncanny 
mood of the carnivals that I grew up exploring, thus transporting you to a different 
time .

Cirque de L’étrange is an original concert march written in standard march form, but 
its sound is anything but standard . This piece is playable by younger groups, as it is 
a great way to expose students to the march form and style while not sounding like 
your typical march .

Opening in D minor, the piece combines the playful feel of a march and a macabre 
tango . The second time through the First Strain (mm . 5-23), the upper woodwinds and 
bells add a second counter melody based in D harmonic minor, which heightens 
the peculiar nature of the piece . The Second Strain (mm . 24-43) by contrast, is a 
little more upbeat, thus evoking the magical ebullience of a circus, which is further 
highlighted by the xylophone part . The Second Strain ends in the key of F major and 
sets up the transition to the Trio in the key of G minor . The Trio (m . 44) begins with the 
G harmonic minor melody in the clarinets and a counter melody in the bassoon 
and tenor saxophone . The rest of the woodwinds and bells join in at m . 60 while the 
percussion adds a "Gypsy"-like feel with tambourine and triangle . At m . 76 the full 
band joins in the macabre parade with the trombones and baritones harmonizing 
the counter melody . The conclusion of the march has the upper woodwinds, adding 
a second counter melody complete with trills to bring the march to an exciting and 
dramatic finish .

As the World’s Greatest Showman, P .T . Barnum, a man my grandfather greatly 
admired, once said “The noblest art is that of making others happy .” It is my hope 
that through this piece you will experience the thrill, delight, and fright that only 
carnivals can bring as you visit the Circus of the Strange!

About the Composer
Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director, 
composer, arranger, and educator . He received his B .A . in Music Education from 
Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina . For twenty six years he has taught 
music in the North Carolina public school system . He also holds professional 
membership in both ASCAP and NAfME . Currently, he not only is the director of bands 
at Polk County Middle School in Mill Spring, North Carolina, but also, he is the director 
of music at Bethany Baptist Church in Forest City, North Carolina . Over the course 
of his career, he has written hundreds of custom arrangements and compositions 
for middle school, high school, and college bands across the country . He is deeply 
devoted to music, his students, his community, and his family .
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band . Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level . Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs . The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business . 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention .

Young Band
• Instrumentation uses one Flute, two Clarinets, two Trumpets, one Horn, and 

one Tuba
• Difficulty ranges from Grades 2 to 2.5
• Second Clarinet stays below break
• Active Percussion scoring
• Limited independence of part writing

16

&
&
&
&
&
?

&
&
&
&
&
&
?

?

?

&
?







bbb
bbb
b
b
b

bbb

b

b
b
bb

bbb
bbb
bbb
bbb

bbb
bbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Flute

Oboe
(Opt. Flute 2)

1

2

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

Bassoon

Alto
Saxophone in Eb
Tenor
Saxophone in Bb
Baritone
Saxophone in Eb

1

2

Horn in F

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet
Percussion
(Chimes/Xylophone)

Timpani

1

2

3

Clarinet
in Bb

Trumpet
in Bb

Percussion

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑

∑

∑ Chimes

Ó Œ ¿Slapstick

Œ œ Ó
Rachet

œ Œ Ó

1

∑
Jingle Bells

F

F

q=120

q=120

Brake Dr.

F

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

2

Œ y Œ 1Tri

F

F

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ ¿
Œ œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó

3

∑

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

4

Œ y Œ 1

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ
∑

œ Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ
∑
∑
∑

œ Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ
Œ œ Œ

∑

Ó Œ ¿
Œ œ Ó
œ Œ Ó

5

∑

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ
∑

œn Œ œ Œ
œ Œ œ Œ
∑
∑
∑

œn Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ Œ œ
Œ

œ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

6

Œ y Œ 1

YPS207F

3

ED KIEFER

Copyright © 2018 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

 All rights reserved including performing rights.

Full Score

(Rachet,
Snare Drum)

(Brake Drum, 
Suspended Cymbal)

(Jingle Bells,
Triangle)

Written in memory of Mrs. Petersen, Mom extraordinaire
Commissioned By Bailey Middle School, Ruth Petersen, Director
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