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About the Composition

Tum Balalaika is attributed to a number of Eastern European countries, but is best
known as a Russian Jewish folk/love/"riddle” song. Loosely translated, “Tum” means
“noise,” and the Balalaika is a Russian stringed instrument with the characteristic
friangular wooden hollow body and three strings, closely related to the Domra and
Mandolin. Tum Balalaika should be played brightly and in a broad flowing manner.
As always, attention should be paid to dynamics and articulations.

About the Arranger

A graduate of the City University of New York, Mr. Strommen is a member of the
faculty at the Post campus of Long Island University in Brookville, NewYork, where
he tfeaches orchestration, arranging and composition. He currently has over 600
published titles covering a wide variety of performance and media settings, 60 of
whichare commissioned.works. Enjoying an international reputation, he is recognized
by ASCAP as a consistent writer in the Standard Awards catagory, Mr. Strommen is
active as a clinician, guest speaker and guest conductor. You can visit his web site
at - carlstrommen.com
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