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About the Composition

For almost ten years, | worked at Geauga Lake, which was once the largest theme
park in the world. For years | went to Geauga Lake with my parents until | started
working at Geauga Lake in June of 2004. It was this job that enabled me to meet my
closest friends. Geauga Lake opened in 1887 as a small picnic park along the lake.
After nearly 120 years of providing a summer getaway for families; in 2007 the park
closed all of the rides. This was followed by the closing of the water park in 2016.

On the final day that the park was in operation; | was lucky enough to attend an
employee reunion. It was a bittersweet day, as we walked through the park for
one final time. As the park gate closed for the final time, both past and present
employees cheered because we were all proud of the work we had done there
over the years. The park will live on as a place where many thrills, friendships, and
memories were made. It is my hope that this piece serves as my contribution o
preserving the memory of the park.

Notes to the Conductor:

This piece depicts a day of work at this amusement park. MM. 1-10 paint a picture
of an early morning before a day at work begins. Nature provides background music
and a gentle fog rolls in from the lake. This section should be played distantly and
lyrical with the eighth notes representing the small waves hitting the shore of the lake.
M. 11 represents the park opening for the guests and should be lively and energetic.
Have the musicians imagine running into a theme park!

At m. 34, imagine the excitement of the guests enjoying the rides! The eighth notes
on beat one and the and of four should be accented. The eighth notes in between
should be short. At m. 88, the eighth notes in the woodwinds should be short and
played with energy!

September 12, 2016, the last day of operation; | was fortunate to return to the park
for one final visit. At the end of the night, the park staff lowered the park’s flags and
closed the park gate for the final time. My feelings of this moment are portrayed at
m. 89 to the end of the piece.

About the Composer

John M. Pasternak has directed and composed for community ensembles throughout
the Cleveland area since 2003. Mr. Pasternak earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Music
Education from Kent State University (KSU), where he served as President of their
Ohio Collegiate Music Education Association (OCMEA) Chapter. He also composed
and conducted works for the KSU ensembles. In the fall of 2010, he composed a
film score for the KSU independent film Breaking News and was staff arranger for
the Kent State Marching Golden Flashes. In 2012, he completed work on his second
film, Research: The Musical. Mr. Pasternak has been a member of the American
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) since 2008. John is currently
a Band Director for the Warrensville Heights City School District and Cleveland Letter
Carriers Band.
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