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About the Composition

The name “Leviathan” occurs in the bible and other ancient manuscripts, but the
original meaning is somewhat obscure. A leviathan was an unnamed sea monster. It
implies a creature of great mystery with immense size, and awesome power. Herman
Melville used the term in his novel Moby Dick to define the nature of his nemesis, the
white whale of the title.

In keeping with the title of this piece the dramatic structure is best served by closely
following the articulations and dynamics as written. The percussion in the opening
and solo sections should be very powerful and dramatic. In sections where other
instruments are playing, the percussion should be strongly present, but care should
be taken to not obscure the winds. Fromm mm. 55 to 65 the upper woodwinds need
to work out sfaggered breathing so that the passage is seamless. While the low brass
and woodwinds are marked mp in this section, they have the focus here, and care
needs to be made to play with a full, warm sound that is dominant over the recurring
high woodwind figures. The music from m. 84 to the end should be intense, but with
a good solid warm tone and good sound. The work was commissioned by, and
dedicated to the Junior High band, Liberty Arts Magnet at Lima City Schools, Lima,
Ohio, Dennis Crites, director.

| enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these
contrasting styles'and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important
musical concepfs.

—Peter Terry
Bluffton, Ohio 2015

About the Composer

Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award-winning composer, teacher and performer. He
holds degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and
the University of Texas at Austin. His music has been performed at concerts, clinics
and conferences throughout the world. As a composer he has been sought out
for commissions by numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras
and is comfortable with every level of ensemble from beginner to middle-school,
high-school and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic and shows
the influences of American popular music, world music and American classical
composers such as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber. He is
particularly proud of the emphasis on playability and melodic interest found in all of
the instruments in his music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level. He has
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991,
and presently teaches at Blufffon University in Ohio, where he resides with his wife
Lucia and three needy cats. More information about Peter and his music can be
found on his welbsite www.peterterrycomposer.com.
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