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About the Composition

The piece was commissioned by the Mulrennan Middle School Wind Symphony, conducted by Michael
Vail, and is dedicated to Mr. Vail’s son, Andrew. The Royal Irish Regiment is an infantry regiment of the British
army, and Mulrennan is a surname of Irish descent. Mr. Vail specifically requested a British-style march when
commissioning this piece, so | thought it was only fitting to name the piece after an Irish military regiment that
is part of the British army.

The piece should be played like many of the classic British-style marches; that is to say, in a regal style at a
tempo of 92 beats per minute. This is not a march that should go at the tempo of an American-style Sousa
march of 120! The subtle majestic nature of the piece will be lost if you take the tfempo too fast.

The march is set to emulate the passing by of the regiment as it marches in a parade. The piece begins with
the sound of bagpipe figures in the lower voices followed by an optional solo in the flute. This solo would also
sound great on piccolo if you have a student who is capable of that. This section should sound like bagpipes,
fifes and drums, with the drums being snares off. You may want to find a deep sounding tom-tom or an old
style marching snare with snares off for this part. Please don’t use a Kevlar-head marching snare.

The piece them moves into a tutti statement of the fife theme followed by counter lines on the repeat. Students
may want fo rush this section, but do not let them. Maintain the regal-feel throughout. This is followed by the
second strain that shiffs to a'minor key, with the melody in the tenor voices. It then moves right back into the
fife theme to finish out the first part of the march.

The march modulates to the subdominant at m. 70, which is basically the trio section of the march. Low clarinets
take up the melody of this section in a soft and subtle contrasting part of the march. The melody during this
part of the march was derived from a tune | wrote several years ago. | have been a Cub Scout leader for many
years, and one of the things young scouts have to learn is the Scout Law, which is, "A Scout is frustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.”

| wrote this little tune to help the scouts memorize the law. It seemed fitting to use most of that tune in this
march, as the founder of Boy Scouts was Lord Baden Powell, who served as a lieutenant-general in the British
army. He created this scout law in the early twentieth century in England. It was subsequently adopted in the
United States in 1910 and altered slightly in 1911 to become the version that it is today.

After this trio theme, the B-section of the frio is‘a bold melody reminiscent of the trio of the famous march
National Emblem. This is followed by a return of the fife theme from the beginning as the regiment marches
past, but not before we have an abrupt punctuation of the final chord fo end the piece.

It has been my pleasure o have the opportunity to write this piece. | hope you and your students enjoy it and
find it useful for your program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2015

About the Composer

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and string
orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners ashe is for high school and
college ensembles. His music is funeful, confains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well scored and stretches the
musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is not only intriguing to performers
and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen understanding of the technical
difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous
contest/festival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200
publications in print and is in demand to write commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music. In this
capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his main focus
is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the company. He travels
the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conducting appearances. His
background as a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse University, combined with
his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for school ensembles. He holds @
Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and
Composition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more information about the music of Larry Clark,
visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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Commissioned by the Mulrennan Middle School Wind Symphony, Michael Vail, Director 3
Dedicated to Mr. Vail's son Andrew. May you always retain your childlike curiosity.
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