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About the Piece
This fiery work showcases the low strings, with driving rhythms and syncopations . 
Students have the opportunity to practice both forward and backward extensions, as 
well as accented and off the string bow strokes . Paying close attention to dynamics and 
articulation will strengthen the performance . The slow, middle section will be a moment 
for the violas and cellos to shine, with a rich melody in their lower register . Encourage 
your students to dig in and light the stage on fire!

About the Composer
Erica Donahoe currently directs the New Albany Plain Local Schools orchestra program, 
which serves over 400 string students in New Albany, Ohio . She holds a bachelor’s degree 
from The United States Air Force Academy, and bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
The Ohio State University . After having served in the Air Force, Ms . Donahoe returned to 
music and has been an active teacher and performer in central Ohio the last 15 years .

Ms . Donahoe, a violinist, has performed with the Pikes Peak Philharmonic, the MacLean 
Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Springfield Symphony Orchestra, Central Ohio Symphony 
Orchestra and is currently a performer and student mentor with the New Albany 
Symphony Orchestra . Ms . Donahoe performed with The Sonora Trio, a piano trio, for 
many years . In addition, she performs bluegrass, country, and rock with various local 
bands . Having grown up in a very musical household, one of her favorite activities in 
making music with family members . Ms . Donahoe also holds her Suzuki certification and 
loves teaching young children, in addition to teaching in the public schools .

Ms . Donahoe resides in Ohio with her husband, Kevin, and their children, Annabelle and 
Jackson . They enjoy hiking, camping, and spending time together outside .
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Carl Fischer’s Music for String Orchestra provides teachers with quality 
repertoire for ensemble grade levels ½ to 4½ . The music in each grade has 
been carefully written and edited, within specific guidelines, so that it will only 
use the technical demands for that level .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your teaching and performance needs . Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the 
business . Their music is interesting, fresh and worthy of serious study . It is 
crafted to bring out the very best sound from students .

Grades 2 - 2½
•  Playable at the end of most second year method books
•  May include low one and high three fingerings for upper strings and 
 extensions for cellos
•  May include sixteenth note combinations, syncopation and three to four-
 note slurs
•  Violins may see third position, cellos may see fourth position and basses 
 may see half position
•  All parts are independent of each other with greater emphasis on lower 
 string melody
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