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About the Composition
I wrote The Cat Is in the Kitchen! for a group of very talented young players who, 
for some reason, did not like B≤s, and particularly B≤s on the G string ... especially 
the cellos (who always faithfully played them as BΩs). They bore no great love for FΩs 
either, so this piece is full of both. Since the students liked the sound of the piece, 
they overcame their dislikes, and all was just fine in the end ...mission accomplished!

One will find that changing the bowings will change the accents, too, and the flavor 
of the piece will be lost. Without a doubt, there is a jazz influence, and the piece will 
be easier to teach if you approach it from that angle. Have the class work on m. 18 
until everyone can play it ease. Then add m. 19 for the upper strings, and 90% of any 
issues the bowings may present will be solved.

My kids loved playing this piece, and the audience enjoyed hearing it. I trust you will 
have the same results.

About the Composer
Bud Woodruff made the decision to become a musician when he was three years 
old and has always clung tightly to that decision. He attended the University of 
Houston where he received Bachelor and Master Degrees in Music. While there, he 
studied conducting with A. Clyde Roller and James T. Matthews, and Composition 
with Michael Horvit. Upon graduation, he performed with the Houston Grand Opera 
Orchestra for 22 years. While holding that playing position, he also taught in the 
Music Schools of Sam Houston University (4 years) and University of Houston (12 years). 
In 1995 he accepted the position of Music Director and Orchestra Conductor for the 
Pasadena Philharmonic Society and in 1998 began teaching orchestra for Deer Park 
Independent School District. He retired in 2014, moved to Arkansas, and has since 
been pursuing a career as a music composer and clinician.
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Young String Orchestra
• Playable by second and third year ensembles
• Occasionally extending to third position
• Keys carefully considered for appropriate difficulty
• Addition of separate second violin and viola parts (also a viola T.C. included)
• An increase in independence of parts over beginning levels
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