
YAS140
INSTRUMENTATION

Full Score .................................1
Violin I ......................................8
Violin II .....................................8
Violin III (Viola T.C.) ................2
Viola.........................................5
Cello ........................................5
Bass ..........................................5
Harp (optional) ......................1
Piano .......................................1

Performance
Series

Performance Series

Performance Series

Performance Series

Performance Series

S E R I E S

S E R I E S

C A R L  F I S C H E R

P

S E R I E S

C A R L  F I S C H E R

FULL SCORE

Young String Orchestra

Grade 2

Primula
Joy to the Spring

  

  Yukiko Nishimura
For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



2

YAS140F

About the Composition
A primula is a flower that blooms in the spring. I was inspired by this dainty little 
flower to compose a piece with a fresh and bright atmosphere. I tried to make the 
music easy to play, yet strove to compose a string sound with thick harmonies. I 
hope that the young players in the orchestra will feel and experience the sounds 
and vibrations of these harmonies even if they play only one part. By special 
request I included an optional part for the harp in this piece. It is my hope that the 
harp’s sound will project a sensation of a unique, but familiar smell of spring. 

This piece was commissioned by the Symphonetta Strings of the Northern Ohio 
Youth Orchestra in celebration of their 45th anniversary.

About the Composer
Composer/pianist Yukiko Nishimura was born in Japan. She graduated from Tokyo 
National University of Arts in 1990. In 1991, she began private study with Dr. Alfred 
Reed at the University of Miami and in 1993 she continued her studies with Dr. 
Richard Danielpour at the Manhattan School of Music. She also studied piano with 
Ivan Davis and Dr. Sara Davis Buechner. Among her honors are special mention 
at the 15th and 26th International Competition for Original Composition for band 
in Corciano, Italy and the 6th Aoyama Award. Since 1996, she has given concerts 
consisting entirely of her own music in Japan. She gave a solo piano recital at the 
New York Public Library, Donnell Library Center in 2003. In 2005, the commissioned 
work for the first silent film in the United States Edison’s 1910 Frankenstein for string 
quartet was premiered at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania by the Covington 
String Quartet. The music for the silent film The Water Magician directed by Kenji 
Mizoguchi in 1933 was premiered in 2007. In 2010, a theatrical work Fantasy of 
Kenji based on stories by Kenji Miyazawa was premiered. In 2014, she collaborated 
with Noh play (Japanese traditional theater) as a composer and a pianist.

Ms. Nishimura has received numerous commissions and has composed for piano, 
marimba, percussion and chamber ensembles as well as music for band, string 
instruments and orchestra. She has also been active as a pianist and an arranger. 
For more information please visit her website at http://yukikonishimura.com.
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Primula
A Joy to the Spring

Full Score Commissioned by the Symphonetta Strings of the Northern Ohio Youth Orchestra
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Young String Orchestra
• Playable by second and third year ensembles
• Occasionally extending to third position
• Keys carefully considered for appropriate difficulty
• Addition of separate second violin and viola parts (also a viola T.C. 

included)
• An increase in independence of parts over beginning levels

Visit the Orchestra Resources Page at
www.carlfischer.com/Fischer/orch_resources.html
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