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About the Composition
Everyone wants to be unleashed, to be set free of restraints. This piece captures the 
exhilaration of being set into motion with unlimited optimism and energy. The piece is 
a rhythmic and propulsive gallop that spins off lyrical material as it drives to a climactic 
finish that is both exciting and fun.

The piece opens with a robust first theme, then transitions on a rhythmic figure spun 
off from the opening material. The opening section repeats in variation with different 
orchestration. The more lyrical material that emerges should be brought out to balance 
the opening theme and rhythmic figures from the first section. A development of the 
material from the opening follows, driving to a brief pause. This pause feels like it will 
lead to a contrasting lyrical theme, but the energy is just suspended for a second 
before the piece takes off again. The work finishes with a repeated-note transition 
back to variations on the opening material and a propulsive rush to the end.

I enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students will enjoy playing these contrasting 
styles and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important musical 
concepts.

​​​​​​​​—​Peter Terry, 2018

About the Composer
Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award winning composer, teacher and performer. He 
holds degrees from the University of Michigan, Bowling Green State University, and 
the University of Texas at Austin. His music has been performed at concerts, clinics 
and conferences throughout the world.  As a composer he has been sought out for 
commissions by numerous chamber groups, concert bands and orchestras, and is 
comfortable with every level of ensemble from beginner to middle school, high school 
and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic and shows the influences 
of American popular music, world music and American classical composers such as 
Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber.  He is particularly proud of the 
emphasis on playability and melodic interest found in all instruments in his music.

Peter has taught music at the middle school, high school and university level.  He has 
been on the theory/composition faculty of the Interlochen Arts Camp since 1991, and 
lives in Murray, Kentucky. More information about Peter and his music can be found on 
his website:  www.peterterrycomposer.com
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Flexible Band
• Flexible instrumentation scoring to assist bands with incomplete or 

unbalanced instrumentations
• Playable by as few as five players with five part scoring, plus percussion
• Pieces will sound full in a number of combinations of instruments as long as 

the five parts are covered
• Grade levels between 2.5 and 3
• Optional keyboard part provided to enhance the sound if needed
• Series will include already popular titles re-scored for flexible instrumentation 

and new works
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The Ides of March
Full Score

(Chimes, Bells)

(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

(Crash Cymbals,
Tam-tam, Triangle,
Suspended Cymbal,
Tambourine, Claves,
China Cymbal)

Commissioned by North Hills High School Bands, North Hills, PA, Leonard Lavelle, director

(G, Ab, C, Eb)
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