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About the Composition

This medley has been designed to be performed by band or orchestra alone, chorus alone in any voicing
or in any combination. Joint performances of instrumental ensembles and chorus always provide a stirring
rendition, but we think you will find any and all means of performance of this work to be a thrilling contribution
to your patriotic program.

This setting is for flexible instrumentation for those ensembles with instrumentation deficiencies that would
benefit from an arrangement with flexibility.

You will notice that throughout the medley, each section or branch of the Armed Forces, is infroduced
verbally by the choir. If performing the work with band or orchestra only, use a narrator or the conductor to
infroduce each section. You also have the option of using a narrator even if there is a choir present.

Audience participation is one of the exciting features of this piece. By reciting “The Pledge of Allegiance”
and singing The Star-Spangled Banner, the audience is sure to be on their feet, just in time for the climactic
and exciting conclusion. After the presentation of “colors,” the color guard could remain at the front of the
hall during the entire performance; this may add visual impact and also provide focus for “The Pledge of
Allegiance.”

Because many patriotic programs begin by playing The Star-Spangled Banner, the arrangers have offered
an optional ending that moves straight from the reciting of “The Pledge of Allegiance” to the thrilling ending
at the indicated coda sign markings. This eliminates a repeat of the national anthem in your performance
and also offers a natural cut if length and time are considerations.

Dramafic impact may be added fo the performance and presentation of this piece by having uniformed
members of each of the military branches come forward to the front of the performance hall at the beginning
of each branch's theme song. At that fime, the narrator or conductor can invite all in the audience who have
served in that branch to stand during the playing of that particular theme.

Arrangers Larry Clark and Greg Gilpin have rendered what we feel sure to be the definitive version of this
popular patriotic musical presentation: All parts are written to be easily played and sung, requiring little
rehearsal or preparation in order 1o bring together a stunning performance. With theme songs from all five
branches of the armed forces connected with stirring march themes from John Philip Sousa, the pledge
to the flag of the United States of America, and the official national anthem, Armed Forces - The Pride of
Americal most certainly speaks to everyone who is proud to be an American!

About the Arrangers

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and
string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is for high
school and college ensembiles. His music is funeful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well scored
and stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is not only
infriguing to performers and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen
understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been performed
intfernationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP
award-winning composer, has over 300 publications in print and is in demand to write commissions for
bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music. In this
capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his main focus
is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the company. He travels
the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conducting appearances. His
background as a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse University, combined with
his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for school ensembles. He holds a
Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and
Composition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more information about the music of Larry Clark,
visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com. or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/larryclarkmusic/

Originally from the “Show-Me” state of Missouri, Greg Gilpin resides in Indianapolis, Indiana. A graduate of
Northwest Missouri State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Vocal Music Education, K-12, Greg is a well-
known, ASCAP award-winning choral composer and arranger with hundreds of publications to his credit.

In demand as a conductor for choral festivals, all-district and all-state choirs, he is a member of NAfME and
ACDA. At home, Greg is busy as a studio musician and producer in the recording industry.
XPS13F
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Spoken: "The United States Marines"
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"The Marine's Hymn'"'
Words by Henry C. Davis
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Full Score Comissioned by North Hills High School Bands, North Hills, PA. Leonard Lavell, director 3 4 E
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Flexible Band

* Flexible instrumentation scoring to assist bands with incomplete or
unbalanced instrumentations

* Playable by as few as five players with five part scoring, plus percussion

* Pieces will sound full in a number of combinations of instruments as long as
the five parts are covered

* Grade levels between 2.5 and 3

* Optional keyboard part provided to enhance the sound if needed

e Series will include already popular titles re-scored for flexible instrumentation

978-1-4911-48

and new works
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