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Performance Notes

A short work for wind ensemble, Unease is all about creating a sense of disquiet
and tension. To accomplish this, | used a melody that is very rhythmic in nature and
harmonies that include additional color notes in the upper extensions. There are also
two special notes that are used frequently in this work: the added major 9th to give
the chords their primary color (the real “unease” in this piece), and the flat 5th found
in the repeated descending motif that complements the first special note as a melodic
“blues” note.

About the Composer

Nick Costanza (ASCAP)is a composer and conductor currently living in Orlando, Florida.
His music is primarily influenced by the sights and sounds of his childhood and life
growing up, from catchy video-game tunes to epic symphonic works; from grandiose
film soundtracks to the stylish bounces and grooves of jazz. Nick’s original music has the
fingerprints of all these styles, and he has written for a multitude of different ensembles,
small and large, to incorporate his experiences into his modern instrumental music. Nick
has studied music composition privately with Christopher Marshall, David MacDonald,
and Alex Burtzos, as well as Richard Saucedo and David Maslanka (during their guest
residencies), at the University of Central Florida.
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