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About the Composition

American Fiddle Tune Variations was commissioned by WorldStrides OnStage and is
dedicated to the thousands of directors who have traveled to a WorldStrides event
over the past thirty-six years. Worldstrides OnStage offers performance experiences
that fuel the passion of performing artists of all ages with breathtaking productions,
prestigious events, and premier venues. They provide performance opportunities all
over the world where debuts are made, mentors are met, co-stars become lifelong
friends, and inspirations build bight futures.

Turkey in the Straw is a well known American folk song from the early 19th century. It is
suggested that the first part of the song was derived from the ballad My Grandmother
Lived in Yonder Little Green which was further derived from the Irish ballad, The Old
Rose Tree. Originally written for fiddle players, it was first popularized in the 1820°s by
fouring minstrel shows.

Tempos are important in Variations - the bright sections (opening), and at m. 27
should be pushed: The g sections should be played in a flowing manner. The Alto
Saxophone solo at m. 71 is cued with Clarinet 1 - either or both may be played. At m. 55
the style is march like - the low brass and woodwinds at m. 60 play the theme in a minor
key and is to be played in a marfial manner - sfrong and accented - watch the Fermata
at m. 6/. The opening, repeated at m. 79, arrives at the four held half note chords (m. 91)
(Strong - ff) and to the Presto. at m. 93. The tempo marking here is J=120 - but for the
best ending - play as fast as possible.

About the Composer

A graduate of the City University of New York, Mr. Strommen is a member of the
faculty at the Post campus of Long Island University in Brookville, NewYork, where
he teaches orchestration, arranging and composition. He currently has over 600
published titles covering a wide variety of performance and media settings, 60 of
which are commissioned works. Enjoying an infernational reputation, he is recognized
by ASCAP as a consistent writer in the Standard Awards catagory, Mr. Strommen is
active as a clinician, guest speaker and guest conductor. You can visit his web site
at - carlstrommen.com
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