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About the Composition

Festival March by Victor Herbert was written for the Pittsburgh Symphony and first
performed under Herbert’s direction in Chicago on Dec. 9, 1901 celebrating the 12th
anniversary of Chicago’s Auditorium Theatre. Also known as the Auditorium Festival
March, he included it many times for programs of a festival nature. The main theme
"Auld Lang Syne” a famous Scottish folk song is incorporated many times along with
brass fanfares, interludes, and march melodies. This band arrangement is very similar
to the original orchestral composition. The missing string parts, the addition of the
saxophone section and other band instruments, editing of the superimposed triplets
against 16th notes, to one or the other, and artficulations suitable for the band, were
major challenges. The style of early 20th Century American music is captured here.
This arrangement will give band musicians access to a fine piece of music that could
only be appreciated by orchestra musicians up to now. Although suitable for many
occasions, this piece is a great way to begin or end a December Holiday concert.

Notes to the Conductor

Victor Herbert’s music can be interpreted in a romantic style, which is the conductor’s
responsibility to read in nuance and musicality. The beginning and ofher ftriple
tfonguing sections of this piece have a March of the Toys quality to it. The interludes
and Auld Lang Syne sections are legato and musical. The March sections can also
be shaped musically.

About the Composer

Victor Herbert was born in Ireland in 1861 and raised in Germany. When he moved to
America in 1886, he joined the Metropolitan Opera as principal cellist and eventually
composed many works including 43 operettas on Broadway from the 1890°s to WWI
including Naughty Marietta and Babes in Toyland. Victor Herbert conducted the
Pittsburgh Symphony from 1898 to 1904 and then was the conductor of his own Victor
Herbert Orchestra. He formed ASCAP with a group of composers in 1914 and was
the director until his death in 1924. Among his 31 .compositions for orchestra, Festival
March was a favorite of his and was eventually published by Carl Fischer Music.

About the Arranger

Richard Summers is a music educator, performer, conductor, arranger, and
composer. Recently retired from NJ public schools, Rick taught instrumental music
for 32 years. He was a member of the West Point Band, graduated from Juilliard
with both BM and MM degrees, and has taught all levels of instrumental music from
elementary, middle, and high schools through college. As an adjunct professor from
1992 to 2000, Rick also was the concert band director and clarinet teacher at Wm.
Paterson University. For many years, Rick has been concertmaster, clarinet soloist,
and assistant conductor of the New Jersey Wind Symphony (formerly the Ridgewood
Concert Band) and has written and arranged several works for this group. Currently
he is active as a guest conductor, clinician, adjudicator, and woodwind performer
in the New Jersey and New York areaq.

A big thanks goes out to Larry Clark for his guidance, help, and advice. His
suggestions always work to make musical ideas even better. When submitting music
to a publisher, it is an honor to have compositions chosen for publication. It is a
privilege to again be included in this year’s Carl Fischer Music catalogue and to
share this composition with you.
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Full Score Commissioned by the Southampton Community Band, Southampton, PA. 3 4
In honor of our founding conductor, music educator, and friend, Dr. Gil Guglielmi.
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The Carl Fischer Perforrnance Series for Band has five performnance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band

e Standard concert band instrumentation

* Difficulty within reason for high school groups

* Unusual instruments cross-cued

* Expanded Percussion section, increased instrument options
* Mature pieces of high musical value
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