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About the Composition

Atlas Rising was commissioned by WorldStrides OnStage and is dedicated to the
thousands of directors who have fraveled to a WorldStrides event over the past
thirty-five years. WorldStrides OnStage offers performance experiences that fuel the
passion of performing artists of all ages with breathtaking productions, prestigious
events and premier venues. They provide performance opportunities all over the
world where debuts are made, mentfors are met, co-stars become lifelong friends
and inspirations build bright futures.

Directly across the street from St. Patricks Cathedral on 5th avenue and in front of
Rockefeller Centerin NYC, is the Lee Lawrie sculpture of Atlas holding up the heavens.
Titles are always a problem, so after listening to a few playbacks, this very imposing
stafue of the Titan Atlas liffing the Universe on his shoulders came to mind. Starting
slowly with the low brass, Atlas Rising moves steadily with determination and intensity
to a powerful and "muscular” conclusion. Unlike Sisyphus (of perpetual rolling stone
fame) the monumental effort of Atlas was successful. As with all performing pieces,
attention to dynamics and articulation are critical. In Atlas Rising, the conductor
has many opportunities to interpretive discretion, particularly in the opening slower
sections and afterm. 109 on to the conclusion.

About the Composer

A graduate of the City University of New York, Mr. Strommen is a member of the
faculty at the Post campus of Long island University in Brookville , NewYork, where
his classes orchestration, arranging and composition. He currently has over 600
published titles covering a wide variety of performance and media settings, 60 of
which are commissioned works. Enjoying an intfernational reputation, he isrecognized
by ASCAP as a consistent writer in the Standard Awards catagory, Mr. Strommen is
active as a clinician, guest speaker and guest conductor. you can visit his web site
at - carlstrommen.com
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band

Standard concert band instrumentation

* Difficulty within reason for high school groups

* Unusual instruments cross-cued

* Expanded Percussion section, increased instrument options
* Mature pieces of high musical value
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