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About the Composition
Good music played well inspires the imagination. This rollicking grade 4 work is a 
joyous romp with cowboys on the range, roping and branding, and breaking the wild 
broncs. A slower middle section envisions the vast evening sky of the open prairie 
with twinkling stars, a harmonica by the flickering flame of a campfire, and even the 
presence of a rattlesnake nearby. It is definitely not a novelty piece but as always, 
educational and musically challenging.

About the Composer
James Meredith retired from a successful 40 year career teaching middle school 
band in 2013. During that time the Sandusky Middle School Band of Lynchburg, 
Virginia performed at the Midwest Clinic, at the Virginia Music Educators Association 
multiple times, at 3 universities, and earned numerous superior ratings at VBODA 
and other springtime festivals. Jim’s personal honors include the 2010 Virginia Music 
Educator of the Year and the John Philip Sousa/Bandworld Legion Laureate Award 
in 2012. Upon retirement Jim put his full time into composing for band and orchestra 
with excellent results. His music for both strings and band has been performed at 
the Midwest Clinic, at State Conferences, written up in the Instrumentalist, and 
adopted for state and international music lists. He continues to enjoy judging, guest 
conducting, and accepting commissions.
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Clarinet 1
in Bb

Clarinet 2, 3
in Bb

Bass
Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Alto
Saxophone 1, 2
in Eb

Tenor
Saxophone in Bb
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Saxophone in Eb

Trumpet 1
in Bb

Trumpet 2, 3
in Bb

Horn 1, 2
in F

Horn 3, 4
in F

Trombone 1, 2

Trombone 3

Euphonium
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Mallet Percussion
(Vibraphone,
Xylophone)

Timpani
(F:Ab:Bb:Db)

Percussion 1
(Sus. Cym., Tamb.,
Snare Dr., Bass Dr.)

Percussion 2
(Tom-toms, Crash
Cym., Triangle)
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Tpt. 1
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Tpt. 2, 3
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 in F
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in Bb
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in Bb
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in Eb
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in Bb
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in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
 in F

Hn. 3, 4
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Tbn. 3

Euph.
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Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

& b b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b b
a2

& b b

&

&

&

? b b

&
# a2

&

&
#

&

&

& b
a2

& b
a2

? b b

? b b

? b b

? b b

& b b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? b b
to Eb

∑ ∑
p mf

∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑
p mf

– ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ
œ

b
b œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
˙

˙
˙

˙
˙

w
w

w
w ˙̇ .. œœ ˙ .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ

œb
œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ . œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ . œ ˙ .

œ œ œ œ œ œb œb œ

œb
œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ w w ˙ .

œ ˙ . œ œ œ œ œ œb œb œ

˙̇n ˙̇b wwbb ˙ .
w

œ œ ˙
w ˙ ˙̇ .. œœ ww œœbb œœb œœb œœb

˙b ˙ wb w w w w œb œ œ œb
˙n ˙ wb w w w w œb œ œ œb

˙̇b ˙̇b ˙ ˙ ww w˙ ˙ ‰ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œœb œœn œœb œœ

˙ ˙ wb w w ‰ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œb

˙b ˙ wb w w w w œb œ œ œn

˙b ˙ ˙ ˙ w w
˙ . œ w œ œ œb œ

˙̇n ˙̇b wwbb ww ww ˙̇ .. œœ ww œœbb œœb œœb œœb

˙̇b ˙̇b ˙ ˙ w w ‰ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œœb œœb œœ œœb
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band
• Standard concert band instrumentation
• Difficulty within reason for high school groups
• Unusual instruments cross-cued
• Expanded Percussion section, increased instrument options
• Mature pieces of high musical value
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Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet
in Bb

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

Bassoon

Alto Saxophone
in Eb

Tenor
Saxophone in Bb

Baritone
Saxophone in Eb

Trumpet in Bb

Horn in F

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet 
Percussion
(Xylophone, 
Glockenspiel)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Triangle, Crash Cymbals,
2 Wood Blocks, Splash
Cymbal, Sandpaper Blocks
(opt. Cabasa), Tambourine,
Bongos, Claves, Maracas, 
Suspended Cymbal)
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Cl.
in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax.
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt.
in Bb

Hn.
in F

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba
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