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About the Composition
Rain and Snow on the Cedar Cliffs is based on two old Appalachian mountain 
tunes, the first being a beautiful, haunting melody entitled Rain and Snow. Like 
many mountain tunes, it reflects the tough living conditions of the area, particularly 
between the man and wife trying to make ends meet. 

The second section is based on the more widely recognized Old Joe Clark, which is 
developed as a fantasy and joined by the first melody at the conclusion of the piece. 

This piece was written to honor recent retirees Bill and Janis Bryant, who were the 
band and chorus directors at A. C. Reynolds for years. It was premiered in May 2014, 
by my friend Sean Smith and the A.C. Reynolds band. In no way does the piece 
reflect the Bryant’s feeling for each other.

Well, I married me a wife, she gave me trouble all my life
Left me out in the cold rain and snow
Rain and snow…
She left me out in the cold rain and snow

She came down the stairs holding back her long yellow hair
And her cheeks were as red as a rose
As a rose…
And her cheeks were as red as a rose

Well I’ve done all that I can do to try to get along with you
And I ain’t gonna be treated this old way
This old way…
Now I ain’t gonna be treated this old way

Well, she came in to the room where she met her final doom
And I ain’t gonna be treated this old way
This old way…
Now I ain’t gonna be treated this old way
She left me out in the cold rain and snow

About the Composer
Ed Kiefer graduated from Wake Forest University with honors in 1976. He received 
his Masters in Music Education in 1990 from the University of Greensboro. He served 
as the Director of Bands at East Davidson High School and Brown Middle School in 
Thomasville, NC for 28 years and as Director of Instrumental Music at Pfeiffer University 
for 6 years. 

Kiefer was awarded the Jaycees Young Educator of the Year Award in1994, has been 
recognized by his fellow band directors with the Award of Excellence, and is sought 
after as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor for state and national concert, 
marching and jazz events. 

Ed uses his experience as a middle and high school director to compose music that 
is playable and fun for students and audiences alike. Those years in the classroom 
have allowed him to learn what is easy for the students and what challenges them 
musically. His publications have been performed world-wide and featured at the 
Midwest Clinic in Chicago. Ed has 18 pieces published for band and for percussion 
ensemble, many of which are on state festival (MPA) lists.
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 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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Rain and Snow on the Cedar Cliffs
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