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About the Composition

So Wondrous Bright is based on a Puerto Rican carol. Although written for concert
band, the piece initially implies a more intimate group, representing a traditional
Puerto Rican ensemble. Throughout the work, various combinations of instruments,
colors, textures and rhythms are utilized and explored. The following franslated text
can be sung along with the main melody:

From a distant home, the Savior we come seeking,
Using as our guide the star, so brightly beaming.
Lovely Eastern star, that tells us of God’s morning.
Heaven’s wondrous light, O never cease thy shining.
Glory in the highest to the Son of Heaven,

And upon the earth be peace and love 1o all.

Notes to the Conductor

1. The timpani part is optional. One player on a part can cover the other five
percussion parts.

2. For Percussion 1, it is recommended that you create a “drum-set” with the
three instruments involved.

3. The RH and LH suggestions for the Bongo and Conga parts are based on the
tfraditional instrumental set-up (smaller drum on the left). Players may reverse
the set-up, and therefore the hands, if desired.

About the Composer

Carol Brittin Chambers is currently on the music faculty at Texas Lutheran
University. She lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is the owner.and composer of
Aspenwood Music. She also maintains an active performance schedule, including
appearances with the Mid-Texas and San Antonio Symphonies.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for concert
band, marching band, and various other ensembles. She has arranged and
orchestrated marching shows for numerous high school bands across the country,
as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps.

Before coming to TLU, Chambers tfaught middle school and high school band for
many years in the North East Independent School District, San Antonio, TX. She also
taught private lessons in NEISD.

Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from Northwestern
University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Texas Tech University. She
studied under Vincent Cichowicz, John Paynter, Arnold Jacolbs, James Sudduth,
and Will Streider.
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Commissioned by the Texas Lutheran University School of Music for performance in
Christmas Vespers 2013 by the TLU Wind Ensemble, Beth Bronk, Director:

So Wondrous Bright

Based on a Puerto Rican Carol
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writersin the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band

e Standard concert band instrumentation

* Difficulty within reason for high school groups

* Expanded percussion section, increased instrument options
* Mature pieces of high musical value
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