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About the Composition
The cute factor on this piece is way up to “11”! You’ve heard of “i” everything, from phones to tablets to 
websites, you name it, so why not add the “i” to your favorite holiday carol? This arrangement is designed 
for the youngest of band students to be played at their very first holiday concert with only six notes, along 
with the popular carol Jingle Bells and Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. The piece also incorporates audience 
participation by having them shake their cell phones with the band using any of the free sleigh bell/
Christmas bell apps that are available. This one is going to be pure fun for your student and audience. 

The concept of this piece is for your audience to participate in the musical experience. I suggest that 
you inform your parents/audience ahead of time to download a free sleigh bells app. It is important 
to try and find one that works by shaking it in time to the music. Some of them have a slight delay and 
therefore are not as useful for this piece. I have tested many of them, and these are the ones that seem 
to work the best:

iPhone – Apple App Store 
Jingle+ - Developer - Charlie Williams

It is also recommended that you rehearse the jingles before the final performance of the piece with the 
audience. There is a separate part for the cell phone jingles that you can use, or you can simply tell the 
audience that they play when they hear Jingle Bells and stop when they hear Ode to Joy. Another idea 
is to have student conductors assigned to the audience, one on each side of the stage to show them 
when they are to shake their cell phones. 

The actual band sleigh bell part matches the cell phone part, except during the antiphonal section. 
Sleigh bells are with the left side of the audience, and the triangle is with the right side of the audience. 
You might have to rehearse most carefully starting at m. 43, since there is a back-and-forth that takes 
place between the band and the audience. The antiphonal section at m. 51 can be repeated as many 
times as you like. The whole idea is to have fun, so get creative and make it the highlight of the holiday 
concert!

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your students enjoy 
it and find it useful for your program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2015

About the Composer
Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands 
and string orchestras of all ability levels.  Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is 
for high school and college ensembles.  His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is 
well scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers.  He prides himself on producing music 
that is not only intriguing to performers and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes 
from a keen understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been 
performed internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance required music lists. 
He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200 publications in print and is in demand to write 
commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music.  
In this capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher.  However, 
his main focus is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for 
the company.  He travels the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest 
conducting appearances.  His background as a former middle school and university band director 
at Syracuse University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront 
of music for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State 
University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in 
Virginia.  For more information about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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Sleigh Bells Ring 
Christmas Jingle Bells
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