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Program Notes:

Alexander Borodin was a Russian composer of the Romantic Era and also a part of the Nationalist Russian group of
composers known as the Mighty Five. The goal of these composers was to not imitate the music of the West, but use
the sounds and folk music of Russia and the stories of its folklore. Borodin’s profession was not that of a musician. He
was a noted chemist of the day. In his lab, he had a piano where he would play the piano and compose beautiful music
all the while working and developing medical patents.

This transcription is in the same key as the original. The reason for this is to capture the sound and timbre of the original
work and also for the experience of wind band musicians playing in the key of orchestral works. The solos are exactly
the same in original song. I hope you enjoy this transcription of Borodin’s tone poem of the caravan crossing the deserts
and plains of Asia.

Randy Navarre

Eb Alto Saxophone 1
Eb Alto Saxophone 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone

Instrumentation:

1 Conductor 3 Bb Trumpet 1
; Egggig é 3 Bb Trumpet 2
2 Solo Flute 1 3 BbTrumpet 3
2 Solo Flute 2 2 FHoml
5 Flute 1 2 FHom2
5 Flute2 2 FHom3
2 Oboe 2 FHorn4
2 English Horn 2 Trombone |
2 Bb Solo Clarinet 1 2 Trombone 2

) 2 Trombone 3
2 Bb Solo Clarinet 2 2 Euphonium
4 Bb Clarinet 1 2  Baritone T. C.
4 Bb Clarinet 2 3 Tuba
4 Bb Clarinet 3 2 Timpani
2 Bb Bass Clarinet 2 Double Bass
2
2
2
2
2
2

Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2
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