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Performance Notes

Winter Adventure is inspired by the many “made for T.V.” movies shown during the holiday
season. Many of these films are enjoyed while we are wrapped in warm blankets with hot
cocoa in our hands. They are considered comfort food for the soul and often touch on
something relatable for many viewers. This piece captures the uplifting energy found in
these holiday classics. A fun cross-curricular activity for students would be to craft their
own script using common elements found in holiday films

The piece starts with a light, energetic motif that returns throughout the piece. The
conductor should encourage students to perform the two main themes as full four-
measure phrases. Students should work for a warm, relaxed sound starting in m. 27 as
new melodic material is introduced. Low brass players have moments to shine in mm.
25-26 and mm. 45-48. Percussion have a featured break from mm. 43-44 and provide a
nice transition to the next section with a return of the main melodic material. Percussion
instruments help set the winter mood and should be played with confidence. Chimes
reflect ringing church bells in the distance. Sleigh bells portray images of horse drawn
sleighs in the snow. Suspended cymbal rolls represent the icy winter winds.

| hope you and your students enjoy Winter Adventure!

About the Composer

Chris Ferguson (b.1973) draws on his experiences as an educator and performer to
write music that is both fun and accessible to young musicians. His compositions and
arrangements are enjoyed by ensembles throughout the country with several of his
works receiving recognition as “Editor’s Choice” from J.W. Pepper.

Mr. Ferguson is a National Board Certified teacher and has been named both “Teacher
of the Year” and “Distinguished Educator of the Year” by his colleagues in North Carolina.
Mr. Ferguson often appears as a guest clinician and has conducted bands at the UNC
Greensboro Summer Music Camp for many years. Mr. Ferguson is a graduate of
Appalachian State University (B.M.) and the University of North Carolina School of the
Arts (M.M.) where he studied with Jim Miller of the Los Angeles Philharmonic.

A versatile player, Mr. Ferguson has performed with a variety of organizations including
touring Broadway productions, symphony orchestras, big bands and the rodeo. He has
held positions with both the Long Bay Symphony and the Disneyland All - American
College Band. Currently he serves as trombonist with the Salisbury Symphony and is a
member of the Giannini Brass.

Mr. Ferguson is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers
(ASCAP) and the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). Mr. Ferguson resides
in Salisbury, North Carolina with his wife Sonya and sons Thomas and James.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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