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Performance Notes

Any day | get to go to music is a great day. As a father of four, | am always excited to hear
about what my children have enjoyed about their musical experiences and the people
they work with. Andrew Garay is a director who made a difference in their lives as they
went to music during his time in the Grove City School District, and | am thankful for the
experiences he gave them.

It was with that spirit in mind that | wrote this fanfare for his eighth-grade band to
perform in the spring of 2023. For some students, when they go to music their anxiety
lessens, their mood brightens, they find themselves with their people, and in the band
room they feel at home. There are important bi-products that students get from their
participation, but ultimately going to music makes it all possible and they get to study,
practice, and share a unique art form with their family, friends, and community. It is my
hope and prayer for all bands and their directors that this experience is one you find
in your rehearsal hall each day. | wish all of you and your ensemble well as "We Go to
Music."

About the Composer

Travis J. Weller (b. 1973) is currently serving as the Assistant Chair and Director of
Music Education at Messiah University. His duties at Messiah include supervising
instrumental music education students, teaching methods courses, working with
graduate conducting students, and conducting the Symphonic Winds. He holds a Ph.D.
in Music Education from Kent State University. Travis is a member of Phi Beta Mu (Nu
Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association. He is continuing service to the Phi
Beta Mu International Board of Directors as Vice-President in 2024. He has presented on
instrumental music education at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, and PMEA and
OMEA State Conferences. He is an active tuba player with the Musician’s Concert Band
and the Pittsburgh Creator’s Project. Travis has been a contributing author for articles
in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, National Band Association Journal , The PMEA
Journal, and The Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter. He is in frequent demand as a
guest conductor for honor bands of alla ages and composer in residence sessions with
school bands across Pennsylvania, Maryland, New York, Ohio, Virginia, and New England.
As a composer, Travis has published works available from multiple publishers including
Bandworks Publications, Wingert-Jones, The FJH Music Company, Grand Mesa Music, C.L.
Barnhouse Music Publishers, Carl Fischer, Ludwig-Masters and Manhattan Beach Music.
Travis resides in Grove City with his wife, their three daughters and a son.

For more on instrumental music education, visit www.travisjweller.com.
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For the Grove City Middle School 8th Grade Band and Mr. Andrew Garay, Director
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Full Score Dedicated to the A.L. Stanback Middle School Band, Michael Capps, Director 3 4
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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