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About the Composition
Invictus Rex is the Latin phrase for invincible or undefeatable king. It calls to mind 
a paragon of strength, boldness, and confidence in the face of challenges and 
adversity. I am reminded of a medieval king attired in heavy armor confidently 
leading his men into battle, assured in the idea that, though the battle is to be long 
and arduous, they will ultimately reign victorious. The name Rex also has a special 
meaning to me, as it is the middle name of my son. This time in his life has been rife 
with new challenges, uncertainty, and feelings of insecurity, as he recently left to 
attend his freshman year at college. In writing this piece, I not only hoped to evoke 
the grandeur and assurance of a medieval king, but also, I wrote it as a musical 
aspiration that my son would take inspiration from his name and face the challenges 
of his new life chapter with boldness and confidence.

About the Composer
Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director, 
composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music Education from 
Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. For twenty six years he has taught 
music in the North Carolina public school system. He also holds professional 
membership in both ASCAP and NAfME. Currently, he not only is the director of bands 
at Polk County Middle School in Mill Spring, North Carolina, but also, he is the director 
of music at Bethany Baptist Church in Forest City, North Carolina. Over the course 
of his career, he has written hundreds of custom arrangements and compositions 
for middle school, high school, and college bands across the country. He is deeply 
devoted to music, his students, his community, and his family.
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