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About the Composition

Many tales about the blacksmith have been woven throughout history. The blacksmith
is usually depictured providing weapons and armor to the masses during times of
war, or legendary tools used by our beloved heroes. The Stryker, was an individual
who assisted the blacksmith during his craft, wielding a hammer and shaping iron
to his will. The Stryker’s proximity to the iron forge was most likely the cause of great
fatigue and injury, and most likely molded the Stryker just as much as the ore they
manipulated.

Strykeris a dark and harsh piece full of percussive sounds depicting the great Stryker
as they assisted the blacksmith. The break drum gives us a hammered-iron effect
while the china cymbal mimics the steam of tempering steel. Students will enjoy this
fast-paced and infense piece, great for opening a concert or providing an exciting
finish.

About the Composer

Tyler Arcari (b. 1989) is an emerging composer of music for bands and orchestras. He
received his Bachelors and Master’s Degrees from Troy University where he studied
with famed composer Ralph Ford, Robert Grice and David Samuel. During his fenure
at Troy University, Mr. Arcari wrote music for various ensembles on campus as well
as music for District Honor Bands and the Alabama All-State Festival. Besides his
responsibilities as a composer, Tyler has taught Orchestration and Arranging at the
collegiate level, high school music and middle school music. He currently serves as
the Band Director at Russell County High School in Seale, AL.
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