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About the Composition

Syncopated Senorita is a concert piece for a young band with at least two years of
tfraining. It should be played in a lively Latin style at a tempo of about 144 bpm. The
director should decide the proper tempo, but a little faster than indicated will enhance
the effect of the music. Clarinets do not cross the break. Clarinet 1 is almost entirely above
the break. Cues are provided for Clarinet 1 before and after passages which ordinarily
would require crossing the break. Students with the skill fo do so may play the cues.
Clarinet 2 is entirely below the break. Ranges for other instruments are approximately
one octave and a third. Accidentals are infrequent. Bass instruments play identical music
throughout the piece. Cues are included mainly for endurance and technical concerns.
The sound of the piece will not be harmed by playing any and all cues properly.

Percussion is scored for instruments typically found in a school-band setting.
Experimentation with other Latin percussion instruments is encouraged. The bongo drum
part is very prominent. Sticks are suggested as a matter of dynamic and tonal balance.
If the director finds that playing the bongos with the hands is loud enough, then that
method should be used.

The Latin rim-shot (or “knock” as it is also called) is produced by placing the tip of one
drumstick on the head of the drum and sfriking the shaft of that drumstick on the rim.
Again, experimentation with the placement of the stick will be needed to achieve the
desired sound. Snares may be on or off depending on the desired effect.

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a natfive of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music
education from the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his thirty-
one year career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous
compositions for his students. In 1994, Andrew Balent began publishing many of these
classroom-tested pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and the 1996
best-seller Rock fo the Max, Mr. Sax. Now retired from tfeaching with over 100 published
works to his credit, Compello continues to draw on his extensive background in music
education to compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series.

His music for young players is now a model for college curricular study by music
education students. A master’s thesis by Abel Borg entitled The resourceful and
engayging compositions for beyginning band by Joseph Compello is available at:
http://gradworks.umi.com/MR/75/MR75572.html.

Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was
recently chronicled in the Baltimore Sun. His ASCAP award winning music is now
performed worldwide in venues ranging from school concerts to Carnegie Hall.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

First Plus Band

* Playable at the end of most 1st year method books

* For developing bands

e Limited instrumentation with the addition of Clarinet 2 and Trumpet 2
* Bass still covered by any low brass or low woodwind instrument

* More eighth notes

* Clarinet 1T begins playing above the break

* Active percussion writing

* Short pieces - length is a consideration
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