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About the Composition
Prairie Spirit is a piece that has a mysterious quality. Written in E minor, it is likewise 
an energetic piece in   that requires the performance to be played in one beat 
per measure. The quarter notes should be short (as marked) before and after two 
eighth notes, as in mm, 1, 2, 5 and 6. Additionally, the accents must be observed 
especially when they occur on beats 1, 3, 2 and 1 as in mm. 19–22. This pattern 
suggests a   feel without needing to change the time signature. By contrast, the 
quarter notes should be lengthened in the espressivo section beginning at m. 23. 
This section also gives the cellos and basses a chance to enjoy the melody. 

This should be a fun piece for your students to play and certainly could be consid-
ered for contest or festival performances. 

About the Composer
David Hinds received his Bachelor of Music Education degree from West Texas 
A&M University and Master of Music Education from the University of North Texas. 
He has taught both band and orchestra on the middle school and high school lev-
els in Amarillo, Texas and played with the Amarillo Symphony for many years dur-
ing his teaching career. He recently retired as a middle school orchestra director. 
David currently conducts the Amarillo College Suzuki Orchestra and the Amarillo 
College Chamber Orchestra. He is a member of ASCAP, TMEA, TODA, TMAA and 
ASTA. David serves as an adjudicator for UIL orchestra contests and has served 
as a region orchestra conductor/clinician. He has several string orchestra com-
positions published through Carl Fischer Music and Latham Music, some of which 
appear on various state contest lists. 
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First Plus String Orchestra
• Playable at the end of most 1st year method books
• For developing ensembles
• Same instrumentation as beginning level
• More eighth-notes
• Simple syncopated rhythms

Visit the Orchestra Resources Page at
www.carlfischer.com/Fischer/orch_resources.html
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