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 Crash Cymbals
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Performance Notes
Big Sky March was written for the Memorial Day Concert 2023 featuring the combined 
performance of the Asheville Community Band (Asheville, North Carolina) and the Azalea 
Winds Community Band (Valdosta, Georgia) . The march was premiered at the Biltmore 
House in Asheville, North Carolina . Asheville is known as the Land Of Big Sky because of 
their beautiful mountain views . 

The march is written in the traditional style of Fillmore marches and features exciting 
parts for all instruments . The arpeggio at the beginning of each section of the Trio is a 
tribute to the Asheville Band and was written to signify the phrase Land Of Big Sky . At 
the end of the arpeggio, the woodwinds do a flurry of notes imitating the explosion of 
fireworks . The flourish of brass at the break strain denotes the pageantry of the area . 
Finally, the return of the trio introduces a chromatic scale in the upper woodwinds which 
is a tribute to the Azalea Winds (taken from the Azalea City March) .

About the Composer
R . Alan Carter (b . 1964) is a composer, clinician, retired educator and music consultant 
whose music is played throughout the United States . He received his B . M . degree in 
Music Education from Valdosta State University in Valdosta, GA .

As a teacher, Alan has taught at both middle school and high school levels . As a middle 
school teacher, his bands consistently received superior ratings at contests and festivals . 
He received “Teacher of the Year” at Brooks Middle in 2007 and Ware Middle in 2014 . 
Most of his experience at the high school level was as arranger and visual coordinator .

As a composer, Mr . Carter recognized a need for quality music at the middle school 
level that focused on teaching fundamentals while engaging the students . His music can 
currently be found published through Carl Fischer Music and Excelcia Music Publishing, 
LLC . His March “Azalea City” was featured by Bandworld Magazine’s Top 100 . Currently, 
Mr . Carter serves as music consultant for several schools and is the staff arranger/
composer for the Azalea Winds . He is also the Director of Music at Faith Baptist Church 
in Valdosta, GA .
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Full Score
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Written for the combined performance of the Asheville Community Band and the Azalea Winds

R. ALAN CARTER
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when 
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be 
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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