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Performance Notes
Highland Castle Echoes invites audiences on a captivating musical journey through the 
storied landscapes of the Scottish Highlands . From the majestic opening fanfare to the 
lyrical middle section and upbeat  dance sections, the composition weaves a rich 
tapestry of sounds that evoke images of misty glens, ancient castles, and soaring peaks .

In all of the  sections, lean hard on the accented quarter notes when there is a quarter 
note slurred into an eighth note .
 
In mm . 10–17, make sure the clarinet melody is heard clearly . The dynamic of mp can be 
increased to mf according to the needs of your ensemble .
 
In mm . 18, 20, and 22, stress the accent on the third beat in the saxophones and horns . 
(Do this again at the end of the piece when this figure returns .)
 
In mm. 38–40, the trumpet and horn parts may  be optionally reduced to one player per 
part to achieve a brass trio sound .
 
Measures 42–76 should be played very expressively, in a lyrical legato fashion . Feel free 
to take liberties with the tempo throughout for musical effect .
 
Measure 67 into 68 should be a massive build! Make sure the gong is heard on m . 68 .

In mm . 105–107, make sure to really bring out the accents in the low brass and low reeds 
that occur on eighth notes tied to dotted quarter notes on the next downbeat .

About the Composer
Patrick Glenn Harper (b . 1977) is a music educator, arranger, and composer of 
instrumental music for marching band, concert band, percussion ensemble, jazz band, 
and chamber ensembles . His compositions have been performed by high school and 
college ensembles, military service bands, and community groups all over the world . 
Patrick has also composed professionally for multimedia applications, promotional 
videos, apps, and video games . He is an educator in the Huntsville, Alabama area, where 
he has served as a high school band director for over 16 years . His education includes a 
Bachelor’s degree in Music Education and a Master of Arts in Music Education from the 
University of North Alabama . He lives in Meridianville, Alabama with his wife Kendra, and 
their two children, Hadley and Deacon .
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Highland Castle Echoes

PATRICK GLENN HARPER
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your band when 
it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be 
appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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