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Performance Notes

Mercury - the Roman god of financial gain, commerce, travelers, boundaries, luck, trickery, merchants, and
thieves. A popular deity in Roman culture, he was instantly recognized by his unique winged shoes (talaria)
and hat (petasos). With its close proximity to the sun and faster orbit than all other planets, the Romans
named this small celestial body after the swift-winged messenger of their culture. It is not surprising that
in Holst's major orchestral suite The Planets that Mercury utilizes such light and swift themes.

There is some duality to the title of the work. Part of it involves my impression of what a playful chase of the
winged messenger sounds like. The other part is the opening motif chasing two themes of Holst around the
rest of the work. It was only after developing the first few ideas that | recognized some of the commonalities
with some of those same themes from Holst's orchestral work. There are several quotations from that
famous piece by Holst (notably as both are stated successively at mm. 13-20). The idea of someone having
to chase the Winged Messenger struck me as a unique title around which to craft a work.

One of my core beliefs about music is that it can be imbued with meaning by a composer, and as the
sonic story unfolds an ensemble, director, and audience members can draw out their own meaning from
the experience. Who exactly is chasing Mercury? | leave that up to the wonderfully creative minds of
the young ladies and gentlemen who have the opportunity to bring this work to life. The opportunity to
compose music and allow student musicians to give this piece new life and draw out different meanings
is.a humbling experience.

Rehearsal Notes and Suggestions

As stated earlier, the opening motif (a range of a seventh) comes back frequently in the work in a variety
of settings and textures. Throughout the work, it is important for students to recognize the two themes
from Holst when they are present in the sound canvas. If the solos (clarinet and alto saxophone) are
utilized, the supporting parts around and underneath those lines must be sensitive and play in such a
way to properly balance those parts. There are number of muted sections for the trumpet section, and
| would advocate for all trumpets acquiring the same mute to contribute to unity in timbre. The bold
fanfare sections (the first occurs at m. 37) must be presented with a unified articulation style. As the
texture intensifies prior to m. 169, it is crucial for the ensemble to play within themselves and exercise
musical courtesy to allow all voices to be heard as they arrive at m. 181. My thanks in advance for your
support of this music, and | wish you well as you and your ensemble begin Chasing Mercury!

About the Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music education. Heiis currently
serving as the Director of Music Education at Messiah College in Mechanicsburg, PA. His duties at
Messiah as an Assistant Professor of Music include supervising instrumental music education students,
teaching methods courses, working with graduate conducting students and conducting the Symphonic
Winds. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University, Travis is a member of Phi Beta Mu
(Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association. He is currently serving as the Public Relations
Chairperson for the Phi Beta Mu International Board of Directors and assists with their social media
outreach. He has held several leadership positions for the Pennsylvania Music Educator’s Association
in District 5 & 7. During his career he has presented on instrumental music education at the Midwest
Band and Orchestra Clinic,c PMEA and OMEA State Conferences, professional development sessions
for music education, and secondary music methods classes at area colleges and universities. He has
been a contributing author for articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, The PMEA Journal, Phi Beta
Mu International Newsletter, National Band Association Journal, and Learning and Leading with Technology.
He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for honor bands and composer in residence sessions
with school bands across Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, and New England. As a composer, Travis has
published works available from multiple publishers including Carl Fischer, Bandworks Publications, The
FJH Music Company, Grand Mesa Music, C.L. Barnhouse Music Publishers, Wingert-Jones Publishers,
Belwin-Masters and Manhattan Beach Music. His pieces for band have been performed by groups
ranging from elementary to the collegiate level. Travis resides in Grove City with his wife, their three
daughters and a son.
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Carl Fischer Music for Concert band has six performance levels to provide highly focused
repertoire for each band. Every level hasbeen carefully designed and graded, within specific
guidelines, so that each piece within a grade will be appropriate for the development of
bands of that level.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic,
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band - Grade 3

* Instrumentation uses two Flutes, three Clarinets, three Trumpets, two Horns, and
three Trombone parts

+ Difficulty ranges from Grades 3 to 3%

+ Generous cross-cueing of exposed or solo parts

» Use of expanded Percussion writing

» Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing groups
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